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EDITORIAL

THE THIRTY-FOURTH ISSUE OF DEFENODLOGY

Consistent to the tradition of the Journal for the purpose of developing 
professional and scientifi c thought… path to freedom, justice, truth and 
respect 

Dear readers, authors, lovers of the written word, we have remained consistent 
to the development of professional and scientifi c thought, in a way that we have manage 
to remain the continuity of the Journal in the last sixteen years. Also, the quality of pub-
lished papers is the imperative of the Editorial Staff which puts a lot of effort into making 
the Journal recognized and contributes to scientifi c fi elds it deals with. Such approach 
requires a great dedication, professionalism and enthusiasm, taking into account the fact 
that editing a scientifi c journal is a complex job which requires, aside from professional-
ism, fi nancial support, which is very hard to obtain in these turbulent times. It is the 
moral obligation of the Editor-in-Chief to point to these problems as well, for the society 
which does not nourish the scientifi c thought will face consequences, whose negative ef-
fects will be long-lasting. Our authors and the members of the Editorial Staff unselfi shly, 
professionally, and, primarily, pro bono work hard to maintain the Journal and not only 
that, they also put a lot of effort into promoting this noble idea. Regardless of all infl u-
ences, Defendology continues to keep up the pace with scientifi c and professional accom-
plishments, but also with current social developments, trends and tendencies. We are 
dedicated to the creation of democratic and stable society. This is not possible without the 
rule or the law, economic stability and respect of cultural and national ethnic specifi cities 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The exclusivity of political elites, lack of sympathy for ordi-
nary man’s problems and public good, corruption and organized crime, distinct social 
differences and the rise in poverty are some of the burning issues in our society. Given 
social problems are at the same time appealing for social research. Great minds are usu-
ally not great leaders, simply because they want to create, not deceive. They neither want 
to rule nor do they want to conquer. They want to help everybody, they want to share hap-
piness, not misery. They do not want us to hate each other. There is enough room for ev-
erybody in this world. Mother Nature can feed us all. We can live freely and beautifully, 
but we must not take the wrong path, the path of freedom, justice, truth, honesty… We 
must not allow: for greed to poison our souls, to set obstacles of hatred, to lead us to mis-
ery, for science to make us cynical, and the intellect soulless. We think too much, and feel 
too little. We need humanity. More than intelligence, we need kindness and generosity. 
Life without these qualities would be violent and everything would be lost. The nature of 
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all technological inventions cries out for our goodness, the general unity of spirit. Our 
voice should reach millions of people, change the reality for the better. Those of you who 
can hear me, I say – do not despair. The adversities that hover above us caused by greed 
and the bitterness of man, who is afraid of human progress, will pass. Let us fi ght for a 
new world, a pleasant one, where man can work, youth have a future, and old age secu-
rity. Let us fi ght for a reasonable world, the world of respect, justice, science, education 
and progress, which will bring happiness to everybody. Is it necessary to point out that the 
region of Southeast Europe, and thus Bosnia and Herzegovina, in the security and geopo-
litical sense is very important, which leads to the need for a scientifi c journal open to 
different academic views and approaches? Defendology is open to a wide range of au-
thors from the country, Southeast Europe region and other countries in the world, to sci-
entifi cally establish, objectively and ideologically unburdened present the results of their 
theoretical and empirical research. As you can see, we have remained faithful to the mul-
tidisciplinary orientation of your and our journal, and in this issue there are papers from 
the following fi elds: criminology, criminal law, ecology, international relations, social 
pathology and linguistics, such as Older criminals and the crimes they commit, Prepara-
tion of criminal offences in the criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Ecologi-
cal crisis and sustainable development, Intermestic determinants of countries’ behaviour, 
The role of social factors in the formation of violent behaviour in children, The basics of 
Corpus Linguistics. 

Dear colleagues, professional and scientifi c workers, on behalf of the Editorial 
Staff we invite you to continue publishing your papers in our journal for the purpose of 
developing the scientifi c and professional thought and social prosperity in general. 

Editor-in-Chief
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OLDER CRIMINALS AND THE CRIMES THEY COMMIT

Review article

DOI: 10.5570/dfnd.en.1334.01  UDK  343.915-053.9

Michael J. Palmiotto, Ph.D.
Wichita State University1

Brian F. Kingshott, Ph.D.
Grand Valley State University
Charles Hegstrom
Wichita State University

Abstract:

This paper examines crimes committed by older people. Older people may com-
mit crimes committed by those in younger age groups. It would be expected that they do 
not commit crimes to the extent that those in their 20’s and 30’s do. With the older popula-
tion increasing substantially in the decades ahead it should be expected that the crime 
rate of older people may also increase. This paper examines the crimes older people com-
mit and their potential for committing crimes in the coming decades. 

Key terms: Age Categories, Arrest Data, Baby boomers, Crime Data, Elderly 
Crime, Elderly Defi ned, Graying of America, Uniform Crime Reports 

INT RODUCTION 

America is graying similarly to other developed countries. A literature review 
identifi es that “research from the United Kingdom (Howse, 2003; Wahidin & Cain, 2006); 
Sweden (Fazel & Grann, 2002); France (Steiner, 2003); Canada (Gal, 2002); Australia 
(Grant, 1999; Dawes, 2009); and Japan (Johnson, 2000) indicate these countries, along 
with the United States, are all grappling with issues associated with an aging prison pop-
ulation” (Aday & Krabil, 2011, p. 203). However, there is a paucity of information relat-
ing to the types of crimes committed by the elderly with the primary focus being on caring 
for an increasing geriatric prison population. 

1 Correspondence to: Michael J. Palmiotto, Ph.D., Wichita State University, e-mail: michael.palmiotto@
wichita.edu.



10

America’s population is getting older, and it is time to fi ll the gap of knowledge 
concerning crimes committed by older individuals. Since 1900, the population of Ameri-
cans 65 and older has more than tripled, growing from 4.1% of the population to 13.1% 
in 2010. The older population is increasing. In 2010 the population for those 65-74 years 
of age was 20.8 million people, a 10% increase from 1900. The 75-84 age group of 13.1 
million people was 17 times larger in 2010 than in 1900, while the 85+ age group of 5.5 
million was 45 times larger than in 1900. In 2010 there were over 50,000 persons who 
were 100 years old or older. This represents a 53 % increase from 1900. The older popula-
tion, those 65 and older, represents 13.1% of the population, or 40.4 million people (A 
Profi le of Older Americans: 2011, 2).

The older population will grow signifi cantly in the following decades. Baby 
boomers, those born between 1946 and 1964, increased by 15 percent from 2000 to 2010 
and have a projected increase for 36 percent from 2010 to 2020. The 85 and over age 
group is expected to increase by 19 percent between 2010 and 2020 (A Profi le of Older 
Americans, 3). (See Table 1)

Table 1: Number of Persons 65+ (1940-2030) number in millions
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THE 1980’S TO 2004

Information on older criminals is limited. The last several decades found re-
searchers not interested in the older criminal. This should not be surprising since re-
searchers were involved in domestic violence, child abuse and terrorism for the last sev-
eral decades. Although the research is somewhat limited on older offenders, this paper 
will explore some of the information available. Before examining more recent literature, 
several earlier books and journal articles on older or elderly criminals should be reviewed. 
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In a book published in the 1980’s by Newman et.al., the authors mentioned that 
one crime mystery in the United States missing in the mainstream media are crimes com-
mitted by those over 65. This age category generally has not been included in the FBI’s 
annual crime reports. The reason for this omission appears to be unclear. With an increase 
in the growth of the older population the Federal Bureau of Investigation should begin to 
keep track of the age of older criminal offenders. Keeping track of the older criminal of-
fender can assist in analyzing trends of the older aged offender. The data on older offend-
ers traditionally has been limited while there exists a great deal of data on younger offend-
ers, those under 15, under 21 and under 25 (1984, xv-xvi). In the early decades of the 
2000’s there still does not exist a data breakdown of older aged offenders according to 
crimes committed. The state agencies that collect crime data should begin collecting 
crime data on those offenders over the age of 65 by age and outline the categories of 
crimes committed by the older offender. The FBI in their annual crime statistics could 
provide crime data on older offenders according to the crimes committed. 

William Wilbanks and Paul K.H. Kim in their book Elderly Criminals published 
in 1984 claim that crime by the elderly was the focus for several years by news, maga-
zines, newspapers, and television. The authors indicate that little scholarly research exists 
and the news media has made claims not based on sound research fi ndings (p. v). Schol-
arly research has not increased substantially since the Wilbanks and Kim book was pub-
lished. With America’s population graying, expectations are that crimes committed by 
older criminals will increase substantially.

McCarthy and Langworthy published Older Offenders, a reader in 1988. Their 
book is divided into three sections: Elderly Crime and Elderly Criminals, Perspective in 
Criminology, and Perspective in Criminal Justice. McCarthy and Langworthy ask several 
important questions relating to older criminal offenders. They ask, “Should we study 
older offenders? How many older offenders commit crimes? What methodological ap-
proaches are best suited to the study of older offenders? And what can we learn from the 
study of elderly offenders? (p. xxiv). These are questions that still need answering in the 
second decade of the twenty-fi rst century. Hopefully, in the coming decades more atten-
tion will be devoted to the older offender, especially with an aging population.

In a journal article published in the mid 1980’s, Forsyth and Shover indicate that 
the press and television programs began to cover elderly crime. They write that The Wall 
Street Journal, U. S. News and World Report, Sixty Minutes and Today Show all focused 
on crimes committed by the elderly. They further reported that in their search of the 
Magazine Index that between the years 1960 and 1979 they did not fi nd any articles deal-
ing with elderly crime. However, between the years 1980-1983 they discovered eleven 
articles on elderly crime (p. 379). The 1980’s may be the time frame when crimes by 
older people started receiving attention.

A study by Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier on patterns and trends of elderly crime 
from 1980 to 2004 used the Uniform Crimes Reports published by the FBI. This study 
yielded three fi ndings: First, elderly arrests either declined or were stable for most catego-
ries. Second, little changes occurred during this period in elderly offenses. Third, little 
change has occurred in the profi le of the elderly offender (2007, p. 297).
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The Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier study found that elderly crime consisted pri-
marily of minor offenses such as public drunkenness, disorderly conduct, and all other 
offenses but traffi c (OBT), which includes alcohol-related offenses, criminal mischief 
and ordinance violations. The authors found only three offenses which increased substan-
tially: simple assault, drug law violations and OBT (p. 304). Further fi ndings indicate that 
property crimes, which include larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft and arson, fell by 40 
percent during this period. Violent crimes increased by only 3% during this same time 
period (p. 305). In sum, the authors conclude that the elderly contributed modestly to the 
country’s arrest rate with the elderly having the lowest arrest rate when compared to 
other age groups. The crime rate of the elderly has not increased. 

ARRESTS BY AGE AND OFFENSE IN THE UNITED 
STATES FROM 2005-2009

In a study of “Elder Crime: Patterns and Crime Trends, 1980-2004” Feldmeyer 
and Steffensmeier review several crime patterns and trends as they relate to older people. 
The only continuous source of national crime data that provides a yearly arrest count for 
the elderly is the Uniform Crime Reports published by the FBI annually. The age of el-
derly begins at age 55 for this study. 

For the most part Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier found little change in the el-
derly arrest rate across most offense categories in the Uniform Crime Report. They 
found only three offenses which had increased: simple assault, drug law violations, and 
all other offenses but traffi c (OBT). The authors found seven offenses which had de-
creased: homicide, larceny, weapons, gambling, DUI, drunkenness, and disorderly con-
duct (2007, p. 304). 

Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier’s fi ndings are that the elderly have not committed 
more crime or more serious crime when compared to other age groups. They indicate that 
during this period from 1980-2004 the elderly actually committed slightly less crime and 
had committed less serious crimes than any other age group (2007, p. 308).

The authors of this paper reviewed the Bureau of Justice Statistics arrest data 
from 1980-2009 for those arrested who are 65 and older. The authors’ goal for the review 
of arrest data was to compare their fi ndings with Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier. Our study 
extended the period to 2009, the original study was from 1980 to 2004. We selected the 
same offenses that Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier did and found similar results. Our fi nd-
ings agree for the most part that simple assaults, drug abuse violations and OBT offenses 
increased every fi ve years from 1980 to 2009. We found that the crimes indicated by 
Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier to be decreasing coincided with our fi ndings up until 2004. 
However, since 2005 larceny, DUI and disorderly conduct have increased. (See Table 2)
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ARREST OF 65+ 1980-2009

Table 2: Crime Trend Comparison: 1980-2009
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Offense 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2009

In
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ng

Simple 
Assaults 3,350 4,316 6,130 8,311 8,485 8,782 10,073

Drug Abuse 
Violations 755 1,486 1,759 2,361 3,728 3,707 4,197

All Other 
Offenses 

(except traffi c)
12,253 18,184 21,978 24,702 25,078 26,069 37,775

D
ec

re
as

in
g

Murder and 
Non-Negligent 
Manslaughter

281 256 255 194 139 163 154

Larceny-Theft 13,755 17,113 19,090 12,956 7,603 6,580 8,531
Weapons; 
Carrying, 

Possessing, etc.
1,652 1,665 1,545 1,590 1,056 1,119 1,150

Gambling 4,261 1,288 947 571 433 279 276
Drunkenness 28,409 19,954 14,347 9,713 7,000 5,416 5,348

Disorderly 
Conduct 7,096 6,191 4,577 4,172 3,508 3,624 4,391

Driving Under 
the Infl uence 21,858 23,321 22,581 20,017 18,209 16,058 18,287

*Information retrieved from the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
Offi ce of Justice Programs, Arrest Data Analysis Tool

The Bureau of Justice Statistic’s, Offi ce of Justice Programs, U. S. Department 
of Justice provided data for arrests of offenders age 65 and over from the years 2005 to 
2009. Between the years of 2005 and 2009 an average of 135 murders were committed by 
those ages 65 and older. The year 2005 had the most murders at 163, while the lowest 
number of murders was in 2007 with 111 murders. The year 2009 saw 154 murders, or 
1.2% of the total percentage of murders committed that year. 

The highest number of arrests and offenses for those 65 and older was “driving 
under the infl uence.” In 2009 there were over 18,000 driving under the infl uence offenses; 
1.27% of the total driving under the infl uence offenses committed. Between the years of 
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2005 and 2009 the average number of arrests was over 17,000. The next highest number 
of arrests was for simple assaults at over 10,000 in 2009 for the over 65 age group. The 
rate for 2009 was 0.76%, which is low compared to the total number of simple assault 
arrests in 2009. The years 2005 and 2006 had over 8,000 assaults compared with over 
9,000 for 2007 and 2008. The highest number of assaults for this period was 2009.

Arrests for age group 65 and over for larceny-theft increased each year from 
2005 to 2009. There were over 6,500 arrests in 2005 and it reached an all-time high in 
2009 with over 8,500 larceny theft offenses. 

The age group 65 and over has been arrested for every crime that younger people 
have been arrested for. However, older people don’t commit crime with the same numbers 
and at the same rate that young people commit offenses. Older people commit violent 
crimes similar to young people but their numbers are much smaller. For example, in 2009, 
199 forcible rapes were committed by older people compared with 21,208 for all other 
age groups. Those 65 + were arrested for 134 robberies compared with 126,591 for the 
rest of the country. The older group committed 99 arson offenses compared with 12,105 
for all other age groups.

As mentioned in an earlier paragraph older people have not abstained from com-
mitting every offense listed by crime data collected for the American government. A few 
other crimes committed by older people include forgery, fraud, embezzlement, vandal-
ism, prostitution, sex offenses and drug abuse. The 65 and older age group commit violent 
crimes and property crimes similar to crimes committed by the other various age groups 
who commit crimes as well. (See Table 3)
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Table 3: Arrests by Age and Offenses in the United States 2005-2009

The Bureau of Justice Statistics of the United States Justice Department pro-
vides statistics for persons arrested, sentenced and sent to prison. They break down the 
age groups into three age categories: 61-70, 71-80, and 80+ years. In the 61 to 71 age 
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category 2,631 were arrested with 1,875 sentenced, and out of those sentenced 1,288 were 
sent to prison. The 71-80 age category had 367 arrests with 308 sentenced and 187 of 
these sent to prison. The 80+ age group had 34 arrests, 27 sentenced with only 12 sent to 
prison. The number of older people arrested and book decreased when the age categories 
became older. The 80+ age category had the least number of arrests, those sentenced, and 
those sent to prison. The youngest age category, the 61-70 age group, had the most arrests, 
offenders sentenced, and sent to prison. Obviously, as the three categories age, it seems 
that the number of offenders should decrease. This decrease is because there are less 80+ 
people than 61-70 years old and also they may less capable of committing an offense. 
(See Table 4)

WHO ARE THE ELDERLY OFFENDERS?

One problem is the defi nition of elderly offender: there is no common defi nition. 
There is a lack of consistency in defi ning elderly offenders. The common criterion used 
in broader society has arbitrarily been placed at 65 years of age. However, (Aday, 2003) 
identifi es that a chronological number is not necessarily a good indicator of a person’s 
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physiological age. This is because environmental, physical, and sociological factors can 
infl uence the rate of aging for someone with an extended stay in an institution. These ef-
fects make it diffi cult when using chronological age typologies to defi ne ‘elder’ in the 
context of offender populations. 

Aday, (1994) and Uzoaba, (1998) identifi ed that older offenders can be catego-
rized into a typology comprised of three groups based upon offender history. These cat-
egories were: 1) Old offenders (i.e., offenders who committed their fi rst offence late in 
life); 2) Recidivists (i.e., offenders who are habitual offenders); and 3) Lifers (i.e., those 
serving a long term sentence). There is ambiguity in these categories which prompted the 
introduction of a fourth category to distinguish those offenders who were convicted of 
their fi rst offence before they were within the ‘elder’ category (Goetting, 1984), but all 
these categories related primarily to classifi cations for corrections rather than offences 
committed. However, the literature does identify that the majority of older males are in-
carcerated in state prisons either for murder, sexual crimes, or drugs while females are 
more likely to be serving time for murder or drug-related crimes (Aday, 2003; Aday & 
Krabill, 2011). 

Let’s take a look at some recent examples of older criminals: In Chicago, April 
2010, three men were arrested attempting to break into the home of a deceased mob boss, 
Angelo “The Hook” LaPietra, who resided in Chicago’s Bridgeport neighborhood. They 
were charged with plotting to rob the First National of La Grange. Joseph “Jerry” Scalise, 
73, of clarendon Hills; Robert “Bobby” Pullia, 69, of Plainfi eld; and Arthur “Art” Rachel, 
71, of Chicago were charged with attempt and conspiracy to commit armed robbery in a 
58-page criminal complaint fi led in the U.S. District Court in Chicago.

All three men have extensive criminal records and ties to organized crime. Scal-
ise and Rachel achieved notoriety in 1980 when they robbed a jeweler in London, Eng-
land, of $3.6 million in valuables, including the 45-carat Marlborough Diamond. Follow-
ing their arrest upon arriving at O’Hare airport, the duo was extradited back to London, 
where they were subsequently convicted and served 12 years in prison (Daily Editor, 
2010). 

During March 2010, in Suffolk County, New York Stae, a husband and wife 
were charged with tampering in connection with packages of Jell-O pudding mix that 
were fi lled with sand. Alexander clement, 68, and Christine Clement, 64, face multibple 
counts of petit larceny and tampering with a consumer product. Christine Clement bought 
the boxes from four Long Island stores, removed the contents and refi lled them with a mix 
of salt and sand before returning them for refunds, police said. Both claimed that there 
was no intent to harm anyone, only to get the pudding mix without having to pay for it 
(Long Island Press, 2010). 

In Sand Diego, California, Virginia Kelly, 73, the president of a foster parents 
organization was accused of taking thousands of toys from the U. S. Marines Corps Toys 
for Tots program and selling them for personal profi t. Kelly was accused of stealing the 
toys from the program and then selling them during the last several years at garage sales. 
During the inquiry, investigators seized more than 11,000 toys from three locations, in-
cluding Kelly’s home and a Chula Vista storage unit she rented. However, Kelly claimed 
that she never sold the toys for her own gain but that she accumulated the toys faster than 
she was able to give them away to needy children (Haurd and Shroder, 2009). 
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Some other examples of crimes committed by older people are similar to those 
committed by younger offenders. Police arrested a University of Georgia professor on 
prostitution charges after he allegedly arranged a meeting with an undercover detective 
(“University of Georgia,” 2012). In 2005, a 78 year old great-grandmother shot her 85 
year old former beau to death as he read the newspaper in a senior citizen home because 
she was furious that their romance was over. “I did it and I’d do it again,” yelled the 
older woman as the police arrived at the scene (Bluestein, 2005). 

Another example involved a 75 year old woman that had moved her belongings 
out of a house then set fi re to the mattress in her bedroom on the fi rst fl oor. The landlord 
and wife on the second fl oor were home. The arsonist was evicted since she did not pay 
her rent (“Grandmother arrested,” 2012). A grandma was charged with stealing and gam-
bling away her grandson’s college fund. The grandmother stole and gambled away 
$97,000 of her grandson’s trust fund (“Grandma charged,” 2012). Elderly people even 
sell pain killers. An 87 year old woman was arrested for selling pain pills to addicts be-
cause her social security did not pay enough for food and medicine (Dayton, 2005).

As you can see, older people commit crimes similar to younger offenders includ-
ing prostitution (“University of Georgia,” 2012), homicide (Bluestein, 2005), retaliatory 
arson (“Grandmother arrested,” 2012), stealing and gambling (“Grandma charged,” 
2012), and selling drugs (Dayton, 2005).

EXPLANATION OF ELDERLY CRIME

Travis Hirschi and Michael Gottfredson propose several theories on age and the 
explanation of crime:

1. The age distribution of crime is invariant across social and cultural condi-
tions;

2. Theories of crime that do not explicitly attend to age have no logical or em-
pirical obligation to do so and should not be judged by the apparent ability 
or inability to account for the age effect;

3. The age distribution of crime cannot be accounted for by any variables cur-
rently available to criminology;

4. Explanations focusing on the age effect must be compatible with an appar-
ently direct effect of age or crime; The conceptual apparatus that has grown 
up around the age effect is largely redundant or misleading.

5. Identifi cation of the causes of crime at any age may suffi ce to identify them 
at other ages as well; if so, cohort or other longitudinal design are not neces-
sary for the proper study of crime causation (1983, p. 554).

David Greenberg agrees that Hirschi and Gottfredson make several contribu-
tions on older criminals but claims that several of Hirschi and Gottfredson’s concepts are 
misleading or overstated. Hirschi and Gottfredson argue that strain or social control the-
ory cannot be applied to the age distribution of crime since it is essentially the same in 
different societies and among different groups within our society, regardless of the of-
fense. They also argue that longitudinal research has no advantage over cross-sectional 
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design for studying the causes of crime (1985, p.2). Greenberg presents his case against 
the previous two concepts advocated by Hirschi and Gottfredson. 

CAUSES FOR CRIMES COMMITTED BY OLDER OFFENDERS

In the Journal Research on Aging, Kyle Kerchier writes that there are ‘elderly-
specifi c theories of law-breaking that identify several causes of illegal behavior that are 
‘unique’ to older persons (1987, p.260). The hypothesis holds that there are variables that 
cause the older person to commit an offense. Feinberg claims that the older person en-
gages in unlawful behavior because “they must often transit several roles at once: death 
of a spouse, physical disabilities, change in residence and the like” (1984, p.48). Wil-
banks and Murphy claim that older offenders are infl uenced less by others and social 
factors, such as economics and signifi cant others (1984, p. 83). However, Kerchier rejects 
Wilbanks and Murphy’s hypothesis that older people are less infl uenced by social and 
cultural variables than younger age groups are. However, Kerchier claims that Hirschi 
and Gottfredson’s theory “that factors predicting illegal behavior at one age will predict 
law breaking at all other ages” (1987, p. 272). Kerchier is unclear as whether or not Hirs-
chi and Gottfredson are correct in their assumption. Rather than being specifi c Kerchier 
asks two questions: do older people commit less crime because they are physically or 
because moral beliefs increase as people grow older (1987, p. 274).

Lydia Long writes that “many theoretical explanations for crimes by older 
Americans have centered on control and strain theories” (1992, p. 161). She explains 
control and strain theories which center on people who have little social control with few 
responsibilities. Long further emphasizes that Kerchier’s (1985) concept of age-crime 
interaction primarily can be found in criminal behavior, criminal companions and beliefs 
valuable to criminal behavior. She further supports the fi ndings by Kerchier that social 
and psychological factors including education, unemployment, religion, sex, race, in-
come, and occupation will only explain a minimum amount for age-related crime (1992, 
p. 161). 

Simoni-Wastila and Yang conducted a specifi c study dealing with drug abuse in 
older adults (2006). They indicate that drug abuse among older adults is growing and the 
abuse is expected to grow with the baby boomers reaching senior status. A small group of 
older people abuse illegal drugs when compared to younger people. Older people abuse 
prescription drugs which could lead to addiction or be used for recreational purposes. 
Often the abuse of drugs by seniors is unintentional. When older adults abuse prescription 
drugs it can include a variety of reasons such as seniors borrowing a prescription from a 
friend for recreational use. Abuse could include taking higher than a normal dose, and use 
of prescription inappropriately. Use of prescription drugs inappropriately could result in 
addiction, tolerance, and less involvement in normal activities (pp. 381-384). 

Simoni-Wastila and Yang propose older adults are vulnerable to abuse and mis-
use of drugs, specifi cally those prescribed by medical doctors. They claim that limited 
information is available on the misuse of drugs by older adults. The authors recommend 
additional research on drug misuse by older adults to assist in developing prevention and 
educational programs for older people (2006, p. 390).



20

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The American society is growing older. With baby-boomers reaching senior sta-
tus the aging of America is expected to increase for the next decade. The older population 
will lead to an increase of crime by older adults, although it will never reach the rate of 
the younger population. Overall, the crimes committed by older adults will be small when 
compared to young adults in their 20’s and 30’s. 

There have been several studies dealing with crime of older people. Newman et. 
al recommended that keeping track of older offenders can be a help in analyzing trends of 
older criminal offenders. Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier found that crimes of older offend-
ers consisted of minor offenses such as public drunkenness and disorderly conduct. 

In a review of arrests from 2005 to 2009 we discovered that little had changed 
after the Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier study. The fi ndings for these years found only 
simple assault, drug violations and other crimes increased. The authors of this paper re-
viewed the Bureau of Justice Statistics from 1980 to 2009 and found similar results ad 
Feldmeyer and Steffensmeier. For this period the highest number of arrests was for “driv-
ing under the infl uence.” The next highest number of arrests was for simple assaults. It 
should be mentioned that older adults were arrested for every crime as younger adults but 
at a much smaller rate. 

There are a variety of explanations of why older adults commit crime. Hirschi 
and Gottfredson propose several theories. So do Greenberg, Kerchier, and Long. There 
are also explanations on why specifi c crimes are committed by seniors. This manuscript 
provides only one specifi c offense – drug misuse. 
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Abstract: 

The stadium of preparation of criminal offences is defi ned as one of the most 
complex issues of contemporary penal law. It should be emphasized that this criminal 
justice institute is inevitably a subject of legal regulation, in both contemporary criminal 
legislations and on international plan. Criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
specifi c to a great extent when it comes to this institute. Aforementioned is primarily indi-
cated through a specifi c discordance of general provision that reffers to limits of criminal 
justice compulsion and certain incrimination(s) with the indication of preparatory acts 
from particular parts of penal law. The author, inducing the conditions of punishment of 
preparatory acts and the manner of enacting them, in this paper gives an oversight of 
legal regulation of criminal justice institutes for preparation of criminal offences in posi-
tive criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Apart from the stated, the author 
gives a critical retrospective on the coordination of criminal laws in Bosnia and Herze-
govina with fi rst section in the resolution ‘On the Expansion of Forms of Peparation’, 
enacted on the 18th International Congress of Penal Law) put before national criminal 
legislations. 

Keywords: preparatory acts, criminal offence,  criminal code. 

INTRODUCTION

Preparation of criminal offence emerges as potential, but not necessary phase in 
its realization, and is most frequently realized through provision and capacitation of im-
plements or means aimed at executing a criminal offence, making conditions for commit-
ting a criminal offence, or through searching for individuals that can participate in their 

1 Correspondence to: Dragana Milijevic M.A., School of Internal Affairs Banja Luka, email milijevic983@
gmail.com.
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commission. The mentioned actions are, in principle, unpunishable in contemporary 
criminal law. However, contemporary legislations in certain cases deviate from the prin-
ciple of impunity of this stadium i.e. they expand the area of punishment to preparatory 
acts as well, which in contemporary criminal legislations is achieved through two legal 
regulation ‘models’ of preparation of criminal offence. With the fi rst model, this stadium 
is the subject of both the regulation in the general part of criminal law (as a penal law 
institute) and in specifi c part through a whole spectrum of criminal acts in the form of 
delicta preparata and delicta sui generis. Unlike the above mentioned, with the second 
legal regulation ‘model’ of preparation of criminal offence it is all about defi nition of 
preparatory acts as criminal offence in the specifi c part of the criminal law. 

In criminal laws of Bosnia and Herzegovina criminal justice compulsion is lim-
ited in the way that enacting criminal offence, as well as the kind and range of criminal 
sanctions is based upon the necessity for criminal justice compulsion and its proportional-
ity with the degree and nature of the danger against personal liberties, human rights and 
other basic values. It should be emphasized, as shall further be noticed, that thus set prin-
ciple of limits of criminal justice compulsion is not accepted in certain regulations of 
specifi c parts of criminal laws that refer to the stadium of preparation of criminal offence. 

Criminal legislation in Bosnia and Herzegovina has accepted the second legal 
regulation model of preparation of criminal offences, namely their incrimination in the 
form of independent and adjective criminal acts. Even though the stadium of preparation 
of criminal offences is thus regulated with the majority of European criminal legislations, 
nevertheless it should be pointed that criminal legislators in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
‘only’ formally stand on the line of contemporary criminal legislations. 

CONDITIONS FOR PUNISHMENT OF PREPARATORY ACTIONS IN THE 
CRIMINAL LEGISLATION OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

It is known that limits of criminal justice compulsion represent one of the most 
important principles of criminal law. Thus, the Article 2 of Criminal Code of the Republic 
of Srpska enacts that criminal justice compulsion shall be applied only when it is impos-
sible to protect the fundamental social values in some other way, and to the extent neces-
sary for such a protection. Similar to the above stated, Criminal Code of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina determines the principle of limits of criminal justice compulsion as well, 
where the Article 2 specifi cally stands out, and it says: ’The prescription of criminal of-
fences, as well as the types and the range of criminal sanctions, shall be based upon the 
necessity for criminal justice compulsion and its proportionality with the degree and na-
ture of the danger against personal liberties, human rights and other basic values’.

A great challenge that is set before the criminal justice is modulation of the im-
plied necessity to expand areas of punishment on the former stadia of accomplishment of 
criminal offence, under the condition that criminal justice compulsion is applied only 
when necessary, in other words, under the condition of proportionality with the degree 
and nature of the danger against personal liberties, human rights and other basic values. 
Namely, most of contemporary criminal legislations determine the expansion of the area 
of punishment to the actions from the realm of preparatory acts. This is mainly done by 
constructing the so called ‘derogatory’ criminal offences i.e. felony in “restraint”. Con-
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temporary criminal legislations have taken a stand that criminal justice compulsion is 
necessary with the actions that refer to establishment of criminal organizations i.e. agree-
ment for committing a criminal offence, as well as provision and production of weapon 
for commission of criminal offence. It is about incrimination of actions that represent a 
source of danger against personal freedom and human rights, and are executed in relation 
to all criminal offences of certain severity. Such regulations can be found in our criminal 
legislation as well. Legislator has, as expected, expanded the area of punishment to this 
stadium with respect to criminal offence against state integrity, against humanity and 
values protected by international law, as well as criminal offence in the realm of terrorism 
and computer crime. 

However, our criminal legislation belongs to a group of rare criminal legisla-
tions that have a regulation which incriminates the ‘rest’ of preparatory actions, and refers 
to criminal offence of certain severity. It is about preparation of ‘basic’ criminal offences 
that can be punished with imprisonment for three years (i.e. fi ve years) or with more se-
vere punishment. By this legal solution, in one part of criminal legislation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina the area of punishment for preparatory actions is identifi ed with the area of 
punishment for an attempt of criminal offence. Since it is about the actions that do not 
represent commission of the self of crimnal offence i.e. about the actions from pre-crim-
inal stadium, their sanctioning should add up only to the most severe criminal offence 
(Bojanic, 2009). Criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina determines regular pun-
ishment for preparation of criminal offence from the realm of medium severe crime, 
which, is not necessary. 

THE PROCEDURE OF PROCURING PREPARATORY ACTIONS

Since all criminal legislatives of Bosnia ad Herzegovina contain the regulations 
that adjust preparatory actions in a specifi c section, it is, as we pointed out, about the 
second model of legal regulation. General sections of criminal laws of Bosnia and Herze-
govina contain only regulations that defi ne the terms specifi c for this stadium of criminal 
offence. Thus, the Article 147, paragraph 11 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska 
determines a term ‘a group of people’, then in the Article 147, paragraph 12, the term ‘An 
organized criminal group’, and, in the paragraph 13 the term ‘Criminal organization’. 
Apart from the above mentioned, in the Criminal Law of Bosnia and Herzegovina from 
2003 terms ‘structured group’ and ‘organized group of criminals’. In the Law on Changes 
and Amendments to the Criminal Law of Bosnia and Herzegovina from 2010 the term 
‘terrorist group’ (Article 1, paragraph 20) has also been anticipated. The rendered terms 
refer to individuals who have, in a certain way, ‘formed’, ‘joined’ etc. ‘because of exert-
ing’ of criminal offence. Thus, it is about the norms that, apart from referring to participa-
tion of several persons in executing criminal offence (complicity), also refer to the former 
stadium within the way of accomplishment of the criminal offence, since, in neither case 
(from the stated three) do these persons ‘exert’ a criminal offence, but the groups are 
formed, acutely, ‘for exerting’ the criminal offence. Besides the above mentioned, the 
legal nature of preparation as a stadium of acomplishment of criminal offence, in criminal 
legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, is determined by the preparatory actions in the 
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form of independent and adjective criminal offences. These incriminations can be sorted 
in several groups.   

In the fi rst place an incrimination stands out, by which in the criminal legislation 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina the leading conception of exceptional punishment of this 
stadium of preparation of criminal offence has been bolted. It is about the criminal of-
fence Preparing a criminal offence, which is given in the Article 248 of the Criminal Law 
of Bosnina and Herzegovina, the Article 339 of the Criminal Law of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, the Article 333 of the Criminal Law of the Brcko District of Bosnia and Herze-
govina and the Article 361 of the Criminal Law of the Republic of Srpska. 

The second group includes preparatory actions as general procured incrimina-
tions that expand the area of punishment to the stadium of preparation, correspondingly 
to the majority of contemporary criminal legislations. It is, as well, about the preparatory 
actions that refer to actions for preparation of criminal offence in general. These incrimi-
nations are mostly found in the group of criminal offence against public order and safety 
(Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska) i.e. criminal offence against justice (Criminal 
Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Criminal Code of the Brcko District of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina), which include Criminal organization (Article 383 of the Criminal Code of 
the Republic of Srpska, Article of the 249 Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Article of the 340 Criminal Code of the Federation of  Bosnia and Herzegovina, Article 
of the 334 Criminal Code of the Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina), agreement 
on commission of criminal offence (Article 384 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of 
Srpska, Article 247 of the Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Article 338 of the 
Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Article 332 of the Criminal Code of the Brcko 
District of Bosnia and Herzegovina), as well as production and procurement of weapons 
and means for commission of criminal offence (Article 398 of the Criminal Code of the 
Republic of Srpska, Article 337 of the Criminal Code of the Brcko District of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Article 343 of the Criminal Code of the Federation of  Bosnia and Herze-
govina). The third group includes incriminations that are directed towards prearation of 
criminal offence from a specifi c group i.e. incriminations that are directed towards prepa-
ration of a specifi c criminal offence. They are particular for the areas of criminal offence 
where expansion of the area of punishment is both usual and necessary. The following 
criminal offences come under this category of preparatory actions: Setting up a Criminal 
Association for the Commission of Criminal Offences Against Constitutional Order of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina (Article 170) i.e. the corresponding Article 165 from the Crimi-
nal Code of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Article 309 from the 
Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska, Setting up a Criminal Association for the Com-
mission of Criminal Offences Against Constitutional Order (Article 310 of Criminal 
Code of the Republic of Srpska). Such technical incrimination of preparatory actions is 
performed concerning one part of criminal offences against humanity and values pro-
tected by the international law. We can here select the criminal offence of Organizing a 
Group or Organization for Commission of Criminal Offence of Smuggling of Persons or 
Migrants (Article 189a). Apart from the mentioned, it is about the actions connected to 
terrorism, where in the regulations of the Law on Changes and Amendments of the Crim-
inal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina three criminal offences with the elements of prepa-
ratory actions can be found: Funding of Terrorist Activities (Article 202), Training for 
Commission of Terroristic Activities (Article 202c) and Organization of Terroristic Group 
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(Article 202d). This group of criminal offences (among others) includes incrimination of 
Manufacturing, Procuring and Lending Equipment for Counterfeiting (Article 278 of the 
Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska, Article 260 of the Criminal Code of the Fed-
eration of Bosnia and Herzegovina i.e. 254 of the Criminal Code of the Brcko District of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina), Organising a Group or Association for Smuggling or Distribu-
tion of Goods on Which Duties Were Not Paid (Article 215 of the Criminal Code of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina) and so on. 

And, at the end, the fourth group of incriminated preparatory actions includes 
specifi c paragraphs which expand the punishment area exclusively when it comes to in-
crimination that contains the paragraph with the indication of preparatory actions as well. 
As an example of such a way to expand the punishment to the former stadium, it should 
be noted the criminal offence of ‘Counterfeiting of Money’, where the actions from the 
paragraph 1 make a part of incrimination of counterfeiting of money, and are determined 
as ‘…making false money with an aim of bringing it into circulation as genuine…’, or the 
action in the paragraph 2, ’…whoever brings such counterfeit money into circulation…’ 
that shall represent this criminal offence if the money is not put into circulation, other-
wise, these actions shall lose their independence and represent a specifi c form, in this case 
of preparing a criminal offence under the name of  ‘putting false money into circulation’. 
As illustrative examples we can suggest criminal offence of Production and Circulation 
of Products Harmful to Health’ (Article 219 of Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska), 
where the paragraph 2 incriminates ‘procurement, processing and circulation of contami-
nated blood…’, Article 224, paragraph 3, where incrimination of preparatory actions is 
determined under the criminal offence of ‘Unauthorized production and Sale of Intoxicat-
ing Drugs’ and in the form of unauthorized ‘production, procurement, possession and 
giving for usage…’ i.e. Creation and entering of computer viruses (Article 292v of the 
Law on Changes and Amendments of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska), 
where the paragraph 2 determines incrimination of ‘creation of computer viruses by in-
tent…’. 

It can be seen that legislators do not always use same technique for legal regula-
tion of preparatory actions. Thus, in certain cases, a set of preparatory actions in terms of 
almost all criminal offences is defi ned legally (in the form of incrimination). Apart from 
the mentioned legislative technique, incrimination, the being of which is sustained by one 
preparatory action (or more of them) with all the offences or a specifi c part of some area 
is present as well. Finally, one more legislative technique stands out, which refers to one 
or more actions from the domain of preparatory actions, but is incorporated in the regula-
tion of specifi c part of preparation it refers to.       

A CRITICAL REVIEW OF THE LEGAL LEGISLATIVE ON PREPARATORY 
ACTIONS IN THE CRIMINAL LAW OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to a great extent, respects the 
regulations determined in criminal conventions and incorporates them in criminal laws. It 
has already been pointed out that certain legal defi nitions have their base in international 
legal acts, and this segment of agreement shall not be observed. 
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In the special part of criminal laws, in accordance to the obligations, incrimina-
tions are incorporated that refer to specifi c preparatory actions. It is about excused expan-
sion of the area of punishment to this stadium with the severest criminal offences. Firstly, 
we should point out the incrimination of preparatory actions from the area of criminal 
offences against humanity and the values protected by international legislation, where 
incrimination Organising a Group of People and Instigating the Perpetration of Genocide, 
Crimes against Humanity and War Crimes (Article 176 of Criminal Code of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina) is incriminated, and its base is the Article 3 of the Convention on the Pre-
vention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. In this regard we cite criminal offence 
of Organising organizations for Commission of Criminal Offence of Human Traffi cking 
for Commission of Prostitution, the incrimination of which is required by the Article 5, 
paragraph 2 of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traffi cking in Persons Espe-
cially Women and Children.  The last changes and amendments of criminal laws incrimi-
nate preparatory actions that refer to terrorism as well (determined by the Law on Chang-
es and Amendments of Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina) i.e. to criminal of-
fences of computer crime (Law on Changes and Amendments of the Criminal Code of the 
Republic of Srpska). 

Since nowadays one of the most important legal acts that deals with the issues of 
preparatory actions, although non-binding is the Resolution of the fi rst section ‘On pun-
ishment of preparatory actions and expanded forms of complicity’, will be observed in the 
context of preparations of compliance with this international accreditations. It should be 
noted that, according to the mentioned resolution punishment for preparation of criminal 
offence can be considered legitimate if the following is accomplished: ‘punishment of 
preparatory actions must be in the function of preventing the commission of severe crime 
offences against life, bodily integrity and the freedom of others; the law should precisely 
determine which preparatory actions can be punished, describing objective and concrete 
behavior, as well as avoid general defi nitions ‘all other preparatory actions’, and spe-
cially criminalization of mere intention of the executor; punishable preparatory actions 
should be closely linked to commission of the main crime and such a relation must be 
objectively affi rmed since they are concrete immediate threat for the above mentioned 
legal goods; executor of a criminal offence should act with direct premeditation with re-
gard to commission of concretely determined main offence; punishment of preparatory 
actions should be less severe than the one issued for criminal offence and must as well be 
proportional to corresponding penalty for attempt (if the same person participates in both 
preparation and commission of criminal offence, they will not be specially punished for 
preparation of that action; and in the case of voluntary abjuration the executor of the 
preparatory actions should not be punished or should be punished less severe)’ (Picotti, 
2007). 

If we have in mind the conditions that are determined by this Resolution, the 
requests that ‘mere’ intention of the executor must not be incriminated are fulfi lled, and 
the executor of criminal offence should act with direct premeditation with regard to com-
mission of criminal offence. In most of the criminal offences with the features of prepara-
tory actions formulations ‘with the aim’ (This formulation is used, for example, with 
criminal offence Criminal organization (Article 383 of the Criminal Code of the Republic 
of Srpska) i.e. Association for commission of criminal offences (Article 249 of the Crim-
inal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina)) or ‘in order to’ (As illustrative examples of thus 
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formulated subjective element the following incriminations can be selected: Countefreit-
ing of Documents (Article 377, paragraph 1 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of 
Srpska), or Production and Procuring of Weapons for Commission of Criminial Offences 
(Article 398 of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska)) that clearly indicates the 
premeditation as a form of culpability.  

When it comes to the requirement that law should precisely determine which 
preparatory actions should be punished and avoid general formulations i.e. that punish-
able preparatory actions should be closely linked to commissioning criminal offence, and 
that such a relation must be objectively ascertainable, this issue could gain more attention 
in the next reform of our criminal legislation. It is commendable that the formula ‘who 
prepares’ is not present to such extent in criminal laws of Bosnia and Herzegovina (the 
year 2000 Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska), but positive criminal legislation has 
kept the general clause even though it is indefi nite (See the Article 248 of the Criminal 
Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, i.e. the Article 361a of the Law on Changes and Amend-
ments of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska) . When it comes to regulations that 
appoint punishment for preparatory actions, in criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herze-
govina, more concrete in the Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, there is a spe-
cifi c regulation by which preparation of criminal offence is punished within the limits of 
the penalty for prepared criminal offence (Article 170 of the Criminal Code of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina). The issue of voluntary abjuration is partially solved; with certain criminal 
offences that mirror preparatory actions, voluntary abjuration is their component (As il-
lustrative examples we can select criminal offences of Criminal Association (Article 383 
of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska i.e. Association for Commission of Crim-
inal Offences (Article 249 of the Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as 
Organization of Criminal Association for Commission of Criminal Offence against Con-
stitutional Order of the Republic of Srpska (Article 309 of the Criminal Code of the Re-
public of Srpska)), while with others this institute is not organized in this way. In the last 
case, since it is about criminal offences, regulations of the General Part are applied. 

Finally, the Resolution of the fi rst section in the part “On expansion of punish-
ment of preparatory actions” provide that only preparation of severe and extremely se-
vere criminal offences should be punished (Bojanic, 2009). This condition is nowadays 
partially accomplished in the majority of contemporary legislations that punish for certain 
preparatory actions with regard to all criminal offences of certain weight. Thus, if this 
standard should be valued to the full, incriminations that consist of agreement for com-
mission of criminal offence (for criminal offence over three years), organizing of associa-
tions (for criminal offences over fi ve years) i.e. production, procurement and capacitation 
of means for commission of criminal offence (for criminal offence over three years) 
would not be legitimate. However, as incrimination of these actions is traditionally effi -
cient instrument of strategy of fi ght against criminal, though they also refer to the area of 
moderately severe crime, the mentioned preparatory actions are legitimate. Incrimination 
that can be characterized as unusual, and is not in accordance with this condition, is in fact 
Preparation of criminal offence. It can be seen that it is about genuine preparatory actions 
that can be punished if they are directed towards commission of criminal offence for 
which a punishment by imprisonment from three (i.e. fi ve) years can be made (with the 
indication that punishment shall not be made if other regulations defi ne more severe pun-
ishment for realization of mentioned actions- Criminal Code of the Republic of Srpska 
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and Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina; i.e. special penalty Criminal Code of the 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Criminal Code of the Brcko District of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina). It is about punishment for preparatory actions for criminal offences in 
the range that in one way do not make them severe i.e. extremely severe criminal of-
fences. Similarly set area of punishment is contained in the former mentioned Criminal 
Code of Ukraine, with the difference that in its regulations groups of criminal offences are 
defi ned by their weight. It is determined (Article 14) that preparation of criminal offence 
that comes under the order of light crime shall not be punished. Thus formulated Article 
14 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine alludes to the Article 12, which precisely defi nes the 
extents of criminal offences and where incriminations with maximum punishment by 
imprisonment up to two years are determined. For criminal offences that are character-
ized as severe and extremely severe, legal regulation defi nes punishment by imprison-
ment in the period of ten years i.e. protracted imprisonment. The solution similar to crim-
inal laws in Bosnia and Herzegovina, includes Criminal Code of the Netherlands as well. 
The difference is in determination of the circle of crime for preparation of which there is 
a punishment. In the Criminal Code of the Netherlands those are criminal offences for 
which one could be sentenced by imprisonment of minimum eight years. In our legisla-
tive those are criminal offences for which one could be sentenced by imprisonment from 
three (i.e. fi ve) years, and thus set incrimination represents legislatively-technical means 
by which formulation of regulation that would include preparatory actions, and is found 
at the end of the majority of incriminations, could be avoided (Babic, Filipovic, Mar-
kovic & Rajic, 2005). 

CONCLUSION 

The author of this work has presented positive legal solutions to the stadium of 
preparation of criminal offences. It can be seen that positive legislature in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has organized this criminal justice institute in a specifi c way. Namely, even 
though the legislators have kept the “second” model of legal regulation of this criminal 
justice institute, the criminal legislature is not on the line of the majority of European 
legislations. Primarily, in the regulations of the General Part there is a legal regulation by 
which crime justice compulsion is limited. However, on the other hand, nowadays, in all 
criminal codes, we can fi nd incrimination under the title “Preparation of criminal of-
fence”, which makes the stadium of preparation generally punishable and, therefore, it is 
not in accordance with the above mentioned. Apart from the stated, it should be noted that 
existing legal solution with regard to the stadium of preparation of criminal offence only 
partially values the recommendations that were adopted on the 18th Congress of Penal 
Law and then enacted resolution “Expanding forms of preparatory actions and complici-
ty”. In other words, the existing legal solution with regard to the stadium of preparation 
of criminal offence, puts criminal legislation of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the order of 
rare criminal legislations that make the offences from the stadium of preparation only 
exceptionally unpunishable.  
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Abstract: Ecological problems and ecological crisis are also the problems of 
social ecology as a social discipline. And, even though sociology has not dealt with eco-
logical problems and ecological crisis, the intensive processes of industrialization, ur-
banization and modernization (not only within special discipline – of social ecology, but 
also generally) will “make” sociology seriously deal with ecological problems and eco-
logical crisis as a crisis of Culture, Civilization and Life. In that sense, social ecology and 
sociology have completely indicated the limitedness of mechanic paradigm as a way of 
thinking and a model of life which have led to ecological problems and ecological crisis. 

That is why a holistic and not an anthropocentric ethics is necessary as a new 
culture which will question previously dominant economism not only in the process of 
production, but also in the system of thinking and the system of values. Since changes are 
an integral part of human history, the changes of paradigms are also necessary, in other 
words models and patterns of thought, opinions, convictions and understandings which 
are present in history. As scientifi c and technological achievements have a very powerful 
effect our life, it is clear that those effects must lead to changes of our paradigms and, as 
past changes have lead to great problems, including ecological ones, it is clear that the 
change of paradigm is also necessary which has lead to those problems. That is why we 
believe that it is necessary to indicate the signifi cance of a different paradigm (holistic, 
bioethic and bio-ecological) which would secure a greater quality of life and sustainabil-
ity of development of present and future generations. 

Keywords: ecological crisis, sustainable development, sociology, social ecolo-
gy, holism

INTRODUCTION 

Relations between society (man) and nature are mutually connected because 
their biological, cultural and civiliazational survival is based on existence of nature as 

1 Correspondence to: Irina Kovačević, PhD student at the Faculty of Political Science of the University of 
Banja Luka. E-mail: irina.kov@live.com
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their existential source. However, that fact was not clear and understandable in previous 
development of human society. 

For many of them nature is understood as a mere storage of substances, subjects 
and goods which need to be taken away from the nature and not as a condition of sur-
vival. However, people and societies completely depend on renewable and non-renew-
able natural resources which in the system of disturbed relations and a disturbed balance 
in the eco-systems create a danger from their total exhaustion and vanishing. Ecological, 
and holistic approaches represent a complete change in the understanding of nature and 
man’s relationship towards it. 

ECOLOGY, SOCIAL ECOLOGY AND ECOLOGISM 

Even though, in some way, we meet the ecological way of thinking back in the 
ancient time, in ionic philosophy of nature, with Tales, Anaksimen, Anaksimandra, 
Anaksagore, Empedokl, Hippocrates, Teofrasta, Aristotle and others, still, the Greeks did 
not know about the term ecology. 

Science about households, home or the environment is ecology (Gr. oikos – 
household, home, house, residence; logos – discussion, studying, science). Other names 
which are used for ecology, are: environmental science, scientifi c natural history, biology 
of the eco-system. 

The use of the name ecology is in literature partially controversial. This name 
was used for the fi rst time by Darvin in 1856 in the Origin of Species, while the German 
biologist Ernest Hekel in 1866 in the book Natural History of Creating, determined ecol-
ogy as a scientifi c sub-discipline and a special branch of zoology which deals with re-
searching of the relationship between the kinds of animals and an organic and a non-or-
ganic environment. Ecology deals with “researching of total relations of animals towards 
its organic and non-organic environment”, in other words studying of the environment in 
which all beings live; ecology is “science on relations of live beings and their environ-
ment”, in other words science “about relations of organisms and the external world which 
surrounds them, in which we can, in the broader sense, include all existential conditions” 
(Cifric, 1989: 298). 

Most often ecology is defi ned as science which studies relations of animals to-
wards the organic and non-organic environment, as well as relations into which animals 
come towards other animals and plants, science on production and distribution of organic 
substance, on the density of suburbs of organic kinds and on sustainability of human ma-
terial needs and its satisfaction of live world generally. Here are some defi nitions which 
point out that ecology is science which studies and explains: structures and functions in 
nature, biological systems on an organizational level above kind; interactions which con-
dition the distribution and frequency of kinds, populations and life communities; princi-
ples which rule the time and spatial models which unite organisms; common life of plants 
and animals and their dependency on natural resources; harmony of the natural environ-
ment and organisms in it; way of life and coexistence of man’s behavior with fl ora and 
fauna, etc. 

Therefore, as it can be seen, ecology is the science which studies interactions of 
kinds in an environment or the surroundings. The environment is made up of an ecosys-
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tem, socio-system, (society) and techno-system and techno-structure). The ecosystem, 
the nature, in other words the natural environment is made up of microorganisms, hydro-
spheres (water shell), atmosphere (air shell) and lithosphere (ground, earth), plants and 
animals. The natural environment can be alive (microorganisms, plants and animals) and 
dead (atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere). 

As biological science ecology has gone through different stages or periods of 
development, and that development has lead to the division between: auto-ecology (which 
studies relations between certain organisms or their groups, within the same kind or dif-
ferent kinds, as well as the conditions in the environment in which they are located), 
population ecology (which studies the structure and dynamic of the populations of certain 
kinds), sinecology (as the science on communities of plants, animals, and microorgan-
isms in their mutual connection, as well as their connection with non-organic environ-
ment). As such, ecology has become science about ecosystem, but the anthropologic ef-
fect of man on nature include society into the center of ecological considerations. If the 
initial ecological research was more medically oriented, contemporary ecological re-
search will pay more attention to the effect that man and human society have on nature 
and the environment. So by including social, economic, cultural, political and other di-
mensions in the modern industrial society and civilization, changed will be the traditional 
natural meaning of the ecological situation, which will lead to an understandable change 
in the way of thinking which will become more holistic (Miskovic, 2009: 26). 

Important areas of ecology are: ecology of plants – studies the relationship of 
plants towards other plants and the plant world towards the environment; ecology of ani-
mals – studies the relations of the animal world towards the environment; cultural ecol-
ogy – studies adaptation of culture towards the natural environment; humane ecology – 
studies the relations of man towards the environment; social ecology – studies the effect 
that man has on the natural environment under the infl uence of work and manufacturing. 

The name social ecology started to be used since the twenties of the last century, 
by Park and Bardzes (“Chicago school”) which have under this name assumed the eco-
logical framework of studying of society, and before all planning and building and devel-
opment of cities and big urban entities. Social ecology would represent science which 
studies the effect that man has on the natural environment under the infl uence of technol-
ogy, work and production, science which studies mutual relations of man and the environ-
ment. Such social ecology is a complex scientifi c discipline and the following aspects of 
it are important:

· natural – natural environment, natural reality;
· economic and scientifi c-technological – dominant way of manufacturing;
· social – society and social relations;
· cultural – values which are dominant and determine the relationship to-

wards nature and society. 

In addition to social systems, the relation towards the environment (ecology) is 
also a supposition of existence of society. Ecology shouldn’t only be understood as sci-
ence, but also as a view on the world, philosophy of life and ethics and a lifestyle which 
tries to affi rm authentic human values which are opposed to economic values of produc-
tion of profi t and destruction of the world. 

Under the infl uence of the industrial revolution and the capitalistic way of man-
ufacturing, the word ecology is beginning to be used in wider use since 1873, and since 
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the beginning of the XX century ecology is recognized as a fi eld of biology which studies 
the relations between live organism and their environment. In addition to the scientifi c, 
this term is also getting more political meaning because of the meaning which was, as 
Hejvud notices well, especially since the 60-ies attributed by the growing greens move-
ment. So ecologism will also appear as a social and political current which gives ecology 
an important place not only in theoretical opinion and science, but also in the practical 
relation towards nature. Even though the name of this “new” ideology will be wrapped 
around with a veil of confusion, it will critically judge the earlier relation towards nature 
by propagating social organization in accordance with nature and in accordance with total 
respect of nature. So it is shown that ecological theory today is a very signifi cant theory, 
but that it is also faced with problems and one of them relates to the fact that to the exist-
ing economism and industrialism ecologism needs to be put as the alternative. “As there 
are an increasing number of examples of destruction of nature – change of climate due to 
global warming, a decreased number of male fertility due to pollution, extermination of 
animal and plant kinds, etc. – a search for alternative growth – of the obsessed industrial-
ism, will surely intensify” (Hejvud, 2005: 279, 303). As the ideological and theoretical 
orientation which gives ecology a distinct place in the ecological discourse, to the human 
refl ection and activity ecologism critically and negatively judges the earlier relation to-
wards nature and propagates a social organization in accordance with nature and in ac-
cordance with complete respect of nature. In the newer period the term has been broad-
ened to the relation of man and nature. 

ECOLOGICAL PROBLEMS AND ECOLOGICAL CRISIS 

Man’s history was accompanied by many pestilences and “riders of death”, ac-
companied by many problems and crisis, wars, epidemics, natural catastrophes, shortage 
of food, etc. But, opposed to these crises and problems which were mainly limited to a 
local and regional level, today we are faced with global problems and crisis which can 
destroy life on Earth. One of them is an ecological crisis. 

Ecological crisis and problems which are related to it are a product of the way of 
manufacturing which has disturbed the harmony and balance with the nature. In trying to 
achieve a better and bigger living standard, man has depleted and destroyed natural re-
sources, destroyed plant and animal kinds, endangered eco systems, decreased spaces of 
arable land, polluted the environment and endangered human health. 

From the ecological point of view, instead of being the keeper of the biosphere, 
man has misused social responsibility and became the biggest pest of the Planet, destroy-
ing all elements of the eco-system and suppositions of existence for many beings, includ-
ing himself. Instead of being a keeper, man turned into an executioner. We have seen that, 
looked from one side, industrialization has enabled increase of the level of living standard, 
but it has, looked from the other side, negatively effected the quality of the environment 
and health of people because it has lead to ecological problems and an ecological crisis. 

When we talk about this crisis in the sphere of ecology, we can observe it on the 
level of the planet, in other words as a crisis of planetarization. Planetarization, or global-
ization, which conducts itself through technology, within the global community and 
through it, cannot be realized at the level of humanity divided into nations, imperials, 
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races. Moren says: “the crisis of planetarization is in fact a crisis of humanity, which is 
not able to unite into humanity, and at the same time a crisis of a world which is still un-
able to become a world, a crisis of a man which is still powerless to accomplish himself 
as a man” (Morin, 1983: 287). 

Besides the name “economic crisis”, another term is also being used often “eco-
logical-social crisis”, which means that the ecological crisis is in fact a crisis of man and 
society, their life and reproduction. Destruction of natural resources brings into question 
the basic substance of human lives because nature is nothing more than man’s “non-or-
ganic body”. 

Reasons and causes of an ecological crisis should not be looked for in one deter-
minant, but in a complex of causes such as: 

· theoretical – anthropocentrism and a materialistic conception of man as a 
ruler of nature; treating nature as an object of exploitation, attitude that na-
ture can not be destroyed, mechanistic paradigm; Cartesian dualism (man is 
a subject, and the world is an object that the man as a subject manages, rules 
and manipulates);

· scientifi c-technological – development of natural sciences, fi ndings, indus-
trialization, urbanization, traffi c; understanding of science as objective 
knowledge (which doesn’t care about its goal and sense, and as such easily 
becomes an instrumental means of manipulative power and authority);

· social – population; demographical explosion of population;
· economic – industrial manufacturing, way of manufacturing based on eco-

nomic logic of profi t; Cain’s model of economic development which basi-
cally means: expansion of economic development, full employment and 
increase of buying power and consumption which would again enable fur-
ther increase of economic development;

· cultural – Western-European culture, values and way of life; man’s egoism 
and non-ethical way of thinking in accordance with the principle “after me 
fl ood”; hedonism, idler and consumption mentality; advertising and media 
which is related to advertising. 

Ecological crisis is not only a consequence of economic logic of uncontrolled 
manufacturing of profi table products, but it is also a consequence of existence of institu-
tions which support such development, as well as values, ideology and lifestyle which 
support such development. 

Ecological crisis is widespread and catastrophic and is manifested in two ways, 
as: an ecological problem – of man’s effect on ecosystems, and as an ecological catastro-
phe – man’s infl uences which have lead to endangerment and destruction of the ecosystem. 

Therefore, to ecological problems and to ecological crisis contributed have 
many factors of the value, philosophical, scientifi c-technological character. One of them 
relates to the wrong attitude about nature as a non-exhaustive source of means for satisfy-
ing of human needs.

There are two wrong viewpoints which have obtained a position of myth when it 
comes to the relationship towards nature: the myth of non-exhaustion of nature and the 
myth of unlimited ability to regenerate and the myth that nature is indestructible. Both 
myths are wrong and that’s why they need to be discarded because we are not the “mas-
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ters” of nature, but its “tenants”. Also, with those myths discarded also needs to be the 
concept of economic and social development which needs to give up its place to the holis-
tic concept which relates to problems of the natural environment and man’s surrounding.

For thousands of years people were convinced and believed that the earth, seas 
and the atmosphere are indestructible. Today people don’t believe this any more as this 
viewpoint turned out to be completely wrong. Somewhere in the mid XIX century man 
fi nally becomes superior to nature, but that was man’s Pir’s victory. Dominance of ratio-
nalism and enlightening religion into man’s intellect, has lead to forming of man’s su-
premacy over nature, nature’s destruction, degradation and pollution. Rationalism has 
become a murderer. When it comes to the relation towards substance, in other words the 
relation towards understanding of substance, ecology is located in the contra-attitude to-
wards materialism so therefore also towards Marxism. 

A basic element of the mechanical view of the world represents an attitude of 
absolute ruling over nature. That attitude is a consequence of existing of the viewpoint on 
nature as man’s object of instrumental activity of science and technology. That is why it’s 
no wonder that ecology has indicated that this conviction is wrong because nature is lim-
ited by the need for keeping of balance. 

Classical Marxism (Engels and Lenjin) have propagated the idea of substance 
which is by its forms complex and in constant movement and transformation and – non-
exhaustive. Ecology doesn’t say so. As a non-renewable resource oil (substance) which 
we spend in the process of combustion transforms into some gases, but will from them 
again originate oil, there is no fi rm proof. 

Euphoria of the 60’s and 70’s has celebrated economic miracles, scientifi c and 
technological accomplishments and developed optimistic prognosis about a “better life” 
based on using of “non-exhaustive natural resources” and the power of the industrial 
scientifi c-technological improvement. Such non-understandable euphoria has at the same 
time insisted on improving of the Cain’s model of economic development (expansion of 
the economic development with full employment which enables and stimulates further 
expansion of economic development). But, soon that euphoria disappeared – and disap-
peared have also its ideals: consumption, society of abundance and a welfare state which 
would guarantee social security and decrease of social differences (Grabovsek, 1987: 9). 

Nature represents objective reality which exists outside and independently of 
man. Man lives in it, it is his “non-organic body”. Nature is the framework of man’s activ-
ity and life and that’s why changing and taking nature for own needs man needs to take 
into account the legalities which exist in nature. “Man by his own activity enables, regu-
lates and controls his exchange of substance with nature. Towards natural substance he 
appears as a natural force. He initiates natural forces of his body, hands and legs, head and 
fi st in order to adopt the natural substance to himself in the form usable for his life. By 
effecting nature in this way outside of himself and by changing it, he also changes his own 
nature” (Marks, 1979:138). 

Just as Hejvud notices well, traditional political ideologies which are, certainly, 
only a “transparent expression” of acting of political parties, “never took serious the rela-
tion between the human kind and nature” and that’s why for them it is a “typical assump-
tion that human beings are the masters of the natural world, so that’s why they think that 
nature is just a little more than an economic resourse” (Hejvud, 2005: 285). Starting from 
such a wrong conviction, global ecological infl uences and problems related to iner-conti-



43

nental “exchange” of fl ora, fauna and bacteria, as well as for intensive exploitation of 
natural resources, primarily forests, by European colonizers. However, only from the half 
of the XX century we can in a full sense talk about the global ecological mutual connec-
tion which, primarily by consequences, exceeds a local dimension. Their direct causes are 
in the industrialization and a great growth of population, and also, in the complete exploi-
tation of Earth’s reserves, too much consumption of energy and raw material, destruction 
of the environment (Grul, 1975: 24–25). 

If mankind in the future continues to support this way of life and lifestyle, and 
we don’t see that it is going to develop a different philosophy of life, ecological problems 
will increase even more in the future. Developed societies have a smaller percentage of 
the world population, but produce bigger ecological problems; their population spends 
signifi cantly more than the population of the undeveloped countries and that’s why they 
represent the main cause of disturbing of the ecosystem. The processes of globalization of 
economy and production even more increase these problems because rich people move 
technology to undeveloped countries in which cheap is working labor, raw material, natu-
ral resources, and ecological regulations and laws are not at the level which would neces-
sarily require taking care of ecology. Also, the media helps this process as it propagates a 
“comfortable life” and by advertising products constantly stimulates the demand for 
goods. That is how increased is the consumption of goods which contribute to pollution 
of nature. “People to that extent can disturb the balance on the planet that in the end they 
could lead to own destruction. On the planet right now there are too many people, and 
their number keeps growing, but, thankfully, by a falling rate. However, even if the popu-
lation growth is stopped, by continuation of industrialization in poor countries all people 
will spend more. That will lead to the increase of the ecological crisis which will, without 
a doubt, come in the next few hundred years” (Tarner, 2009: 479). Ecological problems 
are socially determined problems and their resolution is socially determined. Destruction 
of nature and the environment is mediated by social factors and that is why ecological 
crisis is treated as a social factor and ecological solutions can only be found in social 
resolutions. An ecological alternative is only possible within a social alternative (Cifric, 
1989: 83). 

MECHANICAL PARADIGM OF UNSUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND 
THE HOLISTIC PARADIGM OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

Culture of the Modern has lead to an ecological crisis. That is why the question 
is posed: what is culture. 

Here is one encyclopedia provision according to which culture is “bringing up, 
caring, in Christian authors, respecting of God; a procedure or practice of cultivation of 
surface; cultivation of land; raising of certain animals (for example fi sh); artifi cial devel-
opment of microscopic organisms, organisms created in that way; caring or the develop-
ment (of spirit, ability, manners), improving of education; state of education or improve-
ment; intellectual side of civilization; development or special attention or studying of 
some subject” (Oxford Dictionary). 

Culture includes a way of life, symbols, values and norms. Relation towards 
nature, food, and way of nutrition, way of clothing and behaving, customs, games, norms 
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and values, art, language, music as well as the relation towards others – all that is as a way 
of life, part of the culture of society. Views on the world are gradually forming, building 
and changing during the course of history, human society and culture. There is always a 
socio-historical basis of the view on the world. The mechanistic view on the world has 
developed from the scientifi c revolution XVII and XVIII century which caused changes 
in opinion and changed the earlier view on the world of the middle age Christianity into 
the secular and mechanistic, modern view on the world and its culture. 

Culture has an important role in shaping of the way of life of society. It has cer-
tain functions not only in relation to its members, but also in relation towards society and 
the world in which they are located. An important function of culture assumes the exis-
tence of a certain relation towards nature, and its implies a function of shaping and chang-
ing of nature. As a product being man has always been changing nature, but that change 
in the modern period has lead to ecological problems and to an ecological crisis. 

Every culture has its history and its cultural identity, relation towards the world 
and other people, as well as an ecological spirit, in other words patterns of practical, mate-
rial and spiritual relation towards nature. Culture is a way of life so therefore the culture 
of mechanical paradigm is a way of life. Culture of the mechanical way of life as the 
culture of Modern, in other words the culture of mechanistic paradigm is a consumption 
culture, culture of quantity and not quality, it is, as From said, a culture of “having” 
(“have”) and not a culture of being (“be”). 

Shallow observing, as well as everyday experience, show that the ecosystem is 
disturbed, industrial production and mechanization of agriculture create great, huge quan-
tities of waste, poisonous gases, radioactivity, chemical substances, ashes, heavy metals 
which disturb the process of renewing of land, water, air and the basic chemical balance 
in the upper layer of the atmosphere (for example thinning of the ozone layer which pro-
tects us from ultra violet rays). It also leads to the extermination of some kinds of species 
in the chain of the ecosystem from which the human kind also depends, as well as to 
health problems. To the problem of water pollution and land pollution less attention is 
paid then to the problem of air pollution, even though water pollution and land pollution 
much more effects the balance of the ecosystem. Forms of land and water pollution are 
less visible, but they are more signifi cant for survival of people and species; air pollution 
can shorten people’s live for a few years, but land and water pollution can bring into ques-
tion the survival of species (Tarner, 2009: 476–477).

Disturbing of balance and relation in the ecosystem represents a consequence of 
existing of one culture, way and philosophy of life of the contemporary, modern man. 
That culture is today dominant and that is why it produces ecological problems and an 
ecological crisis, but such a culture was not dominant in some earlier periods of develop-
ment of the human civilization. We will illustrate that with an example which relates to a 
letter which originated as a response of the Indian Chief Seattle in 1854 to the offer of the 
president of USA to buy the land of the Indians and in return to move the Indians to a 
reservation. We will state short parts of it in order to illustrate their ecologic and holistic 
dimension. “How is it possible to buy or sell the sky and the warmth of the land? Some-
thing like that is very foreign to us. We do not possess the freshness of the air and the 
cleanliness of water, so how can you buy them? Every part of this land is holy to our 
people…This land is holy to us…The rivers are our brothers…We know that white man 
doesn’t understand us. To him one part of the land is the same as another. He is a for-
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eigner that comes at night and takes away from land everything that he needs. Land is not 
his brother, but an enemy; when he conquers it, he moves on…His greed will destroy the 
land and leave behind only a wasteland… Our way of life differs from yours…In cities of 
the white man there is no peaceful corner… The biggest treasure of the red man is the air. 
Everything living shares the same breath – animals, trees, man. Everyone needs that 
breath. It’s as if the white man does not observe the air that he breaths. Just like someone 
who has been on a deathbed for a long time, he is immune to bad odor. If we sell you our 
land you need to remember that air shares its breath with all the life that it keeps. The 
wind that gave my grandfather his fi rst breath, will also accept his last breath. If we sell 
you our land, you have to preserve it like a sanctity, like a place where the white man will 
be able to come to breathe in the wind, sweetened by the smell of fi eld fl owers. We will 
consider your offer to buy our land. If we decide to give consent, I will request of you to 
fulfi ll this condition; White man needs to behave towards animals of this area as towards 
your brothers. I am wild and I do not understand a different life. I have seen in fi elds 
thousands of buffalos which the white man has left after shooting them from a speeding 
vehicle. I am a savage and I do not understand how an iron horse from which smoke can 
be seen can be more important than a buffalo, which we kill only to survive. What is man 
without an animal? If animals were to disappear, man would die from great loneliness of 
spirit. Whatever happens to animals, soon happens to man. Everything in the world is 
connected. You will have to teach your children that they have ashes of our grandfathers 
under their feet. In order to respect land, you will tell them that the land is rich with the 
life of our ancestors. You will have to teach your children the same things that we teach 
our children – that the land is our mother. What happens to the land, also happens to its 
children. If a man spits on the land, he spits on himself. The land does not belong to man. 
Man belongs to land. We know that well. Everything is mutually connected, just like fam-
ily is united by blood. Everything is connected. Man is not the creator of the fabric of life, 
but only the fi ber in it. What he does with the fabric, he does with himself” (Kovacevic, 
2012: 95–98). 

As we can see, the Indian man’s philosophy of life is not anthropocentric nor 
economic like the philosophy of life of the White, Modern and Contemporary man. It is 
the philosophy of life which ecologically and holistically, to use From’s term, “modus of 
being” is put above the anthropocentric and economic “modus of having” which has lead 
to ecological problems and the ecologic crisis. 

The term ecologic crisis is connected to the consequences of the industrial revo-
lution and demographic problems, but also with the idea of crisis generally. Firstly, the 
crisis is connected with the actual man, his biological reproduction and consumption. 
Secondly, the term “crisis” is connected to his way of production which assumes spilling 
and exhaustion of resources. Thirdly, that term is related to the ecological crisis, in other 
words the pollution of nature and the destruction of the biosphere as the basic conditions 
of life on Earth. So it is proven that crisis means “a crisis of the whole civilization” which 
doesn’t bring into question only industrial society, but also the social organization based 
on industrialization. Exactly, that means that no solution of the contemporary “ecological 
crisis” is not possible if radical changes do not occur in the human society because the 
“ecological crisis” is actually a product of crisis of the way of production, in other words 
man’s relation towards nature as a condition of securing of living existence. Ecological 
crisis is – a crisis of the culture. 
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This crisis of the culture occurs as a consequence of man’s understanding of the 
relation towards nature. That relation is fundamentally “a cultural” relation, in other 
words man’s relation towards nature which arises out of his understanding of the world 
and nature, and he arises out of its dominant culture. Such a relation towards nature was 
not characteristic in pre-industrial, feudal, antic and pre-antic period of development of 
human history. In those periods culture used to determine a man’s different approach to-
wards nature as a “home” or a place for living. 

Our culture, which has lead to ecological problems and ecological crisis, is an-
thropocentric culture. Anthropocentricity (Greek antropos-man, Latin centrum-center) is 
a philosophical view on the world which pre-dimensions the signifi cance of human be-
ings in cosmos believing that man is the centre of the world, the most perfect being of 
evolution which has the right to rule the nature, plants and animals, live and dead world. 
Man, in other words the human kind is a purpose of existence of all the existing, the 
whole system of the world and all the happenings in him. 

According to anthropocentric understanding the purpose of our planet is to serve 
non-exhaustive human needs, and anthropization of the environment has began with the 
actual appearance of man and his infl uence on nature, when he “climbed down from the 
tree” and “more intensively” began using fi re and stone weapons. 

It is considered that Socrates has established the fi rst anthropocentric ethic opin-
ion. Aristotle has, on that theoretical line, pointed out that “only people have a character-
istic to have a feeling of good and evil, justice and injustice and other feelings of the same 
order”, and that nature has “created everything for people”. Ciceron has described differ-
ent examples of man’s power in nature; The Bible does not give answers to the dilemma: 
is man in relation to nature a hunter-master or a Sheppard-servant, even though this inter-
pretation of the Bible is not characteristic for the Jewish spiritual space within which the 
Bible is understood as a signifi cant source of ecological messages. In the Bible there are 
messages which could be treated as ecological, which relate to the protection of the envi-
ronment, however they have less meaning considering the prevailing anthropocentric 
message. Anthropocentric ethic position is developed in the philosophical-economic and 
natural-scientifi c (mechanistic) view on the world which in it contains an imperial, colo-
nial, instrumental and slave ideology which propagates the idea of complete exploitation 
of nature, and fi rst architects of such view on the world and such ideology were Bekon, 
Dekart, Newton, Lock, Smith and others (Miskovic, 2009: 73–74).

As the basic anthropocentric attitude is that nature serves man, and when this 
wrong understanding is connected to the wrong understanding about the non-exhaustion 
of nature, in other words resources, then it is clear why today we are in an unfavorable 
situation. This liberal-capitalist and neoliberal capitalist march on nature and this econo-
my in its basis have exploitative behavior. But, it was shown that our planet is limited 
with resources and that the future economy must take care of limited space and limited 
possibilities. In the value sense anthropocentrism must be replaced with ecocentrism. 
And, that means negation of materialism and consumerism. The mechanistic paradigm 
has lead to a cataclysm by endangering qualitative life with its devastation, exploitation 
of nature, in other words degradation of nature and life and therefore brought into ques-
tion itself and the modern world which it constituted. 

Anthropologism in the fi rst plan puts man, and ecologism and sustainable devel-
opment puts into fi rst plan the natural environment and the ecosystem. Ecologism instead 
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of anthropocentrism, and that means that instead of the present exploitative, pollution and 
material-industrial society, a new economic and social order need to be created, in other 
words a new society which will enable people to live in harmony with nature. A society 
which would be reproductive and not destructive and degenerative. 

The ecological view on the world is a holistic (Gr. holos – entity) view of the 
world and as such is opposed to the modern view on the world because it looks at man and 
society in its interactive and harmonious relation towards nature. Contemporary holistic 
approach is an approach which “indicates that man’s position in the world and his relation 
towards nature are an inseparable entity”. That’s why, in trying to solve the problem “it’s 
not enough to make partial solutions, but to constantly wonder about the goal, sense on 
real needs and values” (Kokovic, 1994: 405). In other words, that assumes a change of 
philosophy of life and – culture. 

In order for the comparative and qualitative difference between the mechanistic 
and the ecological view on the world as two different views on the world, philosophies, 
styles and ways of life to be clearer, we will name important differences between the 
mechanistic paradigm of unsustainable development and ecologic holistic paradigm of 
sustainable development:

Modern paradigm 
(unsustainable development)

Ecological paradigm 
(sustainable development)

· anthropocentrism
· technocentrism 
· enlightening 
· human history is a history of endless 

improvement 
· people have power over nature and are 

the masters in the world 
· nature is adopting to man 
· subject and object are separate 
· domination over nature 
· there are no technical and ecological 

limits 
· knowledge is separate from values 
· facts and values are not related 
· ethics and everyday life are separated 
· resources are endless 
· exaggerating 
· quantity 
· satisfying of needs of exclusively the 

current generations 
· generational non-solidarity
· irresponsibility 
· partial approach to development and 

life 
· economic utilitarity and partial 

rationality 

· ecologism 
· ecocentrism 
· new sensibility and new spirituality 
· human history is not a history of 

endless improvement 
· people are dependent on nature and are 

not its masters 
· man adopts to nature
· they are not separate
· mutual relation
· ecology determines the limits of 

technology
· knowledge is based on values 
· facts and values are related 
· they are integrated 
· resources are limited 
· moderation 
· quality 
· satisfaction of needs of current and 

future generations 
· generational solidarity 
· responsibility and ethics 
· holistic approach to development and 

life 
· longevity and survival, global and long-

term rationality 
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· specialization 
· homogeneity and disintegration 
· quantitative indicators of growth 
· economy of non-differential economic 

growth 
· market of capital, labor and goods 
· economic price 
· compteititon
· authoritative organization of society 
· imperialism 
· centralization of power 
· democracy of the majority 
· parties 
· war 
· industrial society

· a multidisciplinary approach 
· diversity and integration 
· qualitative indicators of growth 
· economy of a completely stable 

qualitative growth 
· eco-market 
· ecological price
· cooperation 
· autonomous organization of society 
· emancipation 
· decentralization of power 
· participative democracy 
· movements 
· peace 
· sustainable society

CONCLUSION

The culture of the ancient period includes an ancient view on the world and way 
of life, just like the culture of the middle century assumes it. We have seen that it, based 
on a low technological level, did not enable a more intensive usage and exploitation of 
natural resurces. Founded on a completely different view on the world, on anthropocen-
trism, modernization, industrialization and urbanization, the culture of the Modern has 
enabled profi ting and a market orientation which has lead to an ecological crisis. 

Socio-cultural paradigm of the modern period has endangered nature and lead 
into question not only the quality of life, but Life itself. That’s why we need a “new meta-
physic” (Pasmor) which will not be anthropocentric, as well as new values, in other words 
a high criteria of normative judgments because of future generations. The anthropocentric 
“ethic of success” needs to be complemented with the holistic “ethic of responsibility”. Is 
human kind today ready to make such a new “Copernican reversal”? Of course it is not, 
which we see on a whole number of examples which with it carries the world population 
which create and increase the ecological problems and the ecological crisis.
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Abstract:

The paper points to the questions that countries deal with, which are domestic 
and international at the same time, and their correlation is particularly shown in the time 
of globalisation and making of new world order. Various factors infl uence one country’s 
behaviour in international relations. The main factor, among those outside the country’s 
borders, which has infl uence decision making in international relations, is the geopoliti-
cal position. And among the inside factors which form foreign policy are: country’s eco-
nomic power, military power and political system. 
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1. INTRODUCTION

For the society we live in, we can say it is a political society, a political com-
munity, and nowdays, a concrete society – a country. Through a country, as a form of or-
ganisation, society becomes self aware and designs itself as a political community to-
wards the outside world and all kinds of man’s sociability, which it represents. On the one 
hand, it is organized to confl ict outer nature, and on the other hand, to cooperate and com-
pete with equal global human communities. In the international scene, countries confl ict 
all the time, and their identity and interest are accomplished through their mutual interac-
tion. One country’s ability to select and defi ne its policy towards other countries and 
other international participants, shows its strength compared to these other countries. 
Optimal solutions must be realistic and possible, which certainly depends on inside and 
ouside factors, and they must be according to overall goals which determine one coun-

1 Correspondence to: Luka V. Todorovic, PhD, E-mail: drlukatodorovic@gmail.com.
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try’s behaviour. This is why, when we talk about foreign policy and processes of making 
decisions which form foreign policy, we consider the goals outside the borders which 
need to be accomplished by country’s representatives, the values in the country itself 
which encourage these goals, and the activities and resorts used for their accomplishment. 

This is why there is the compound noun intermestic in the title of this text, which 
points to questions countries are dealing with, which are foreign and domestic at the same 
time. Charles W. Kegley and Eugene R. Wittkopf point that countries and global system 
form two separate levels: ‘The level which refers to country includes domestic character-
istics, while the level which refers to global and international system includes among 
countries relations and change of these relations over the time.’ (Kegley and Wittkopf, 
2004: 122) In their opinion, new world geopolitical order develops in new global era and 
these two traditionally separate fi elds merge more and more into, what is called, intermes-
tic policy. Global era occurs at the time when human societies have collective conscious-
ness about the change of relations between space, time and themselves, and it can be de-
fi ned as the moment when the post-cold-war geopolitical and cultural consequences are 
related under the speedup of economy, social and cultural globalization processes.

In further text we will briefl y pay attention to outside and inside factors which 
have infl uence on the country’s foreign policy orientation. Outside factors refer to its 
geopolitical position, while military power, economic development and political system 
are inside factors. All these factors have infl uence on the country’s adaptation in interna-
tional system in order to approve progress, prosperity, and in some cases, existence of the 
country. 

2. DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEW GEOPOLITICAL ORDER

Study of causal relations among certain geographical elements, nature, man or 
even society, date from long time ago. Aristotle himself found a connection between the 
form of domination and relief conditions, Herodotus thought that great nations have sig-
nifi cant desire to take other’s territory, Hippocrates claimed that there are three belts on 
the Earth where people with different charasteristics live, Rousseau pointed out to the size 
of the country as an important geopolitical element, etc.

Modern geopoliticials J. Agnew and S. Corbridge make a distinction between 
territorial practice, space presenting and presented space (Agnew and Corbridge, 1995: 
7). Territorial practice refers to material and physical fl ows, interactions, communica-
tions, which take place in certain space, as the main feature of economic production and 
social reproduction. Space presenting involves all concepts, practise and geographical 
codes which are used to explain territorial practice. Presented spaces are possible sce-
narios of territorial practice, which inspire changes in space presenting, with the goal to 
transform this practice. The profound differentiation is made between the geopolitical 
order, which refers to political economy of territorial practice or hierarchical organization 
of territory, and geopolitical discourse, which refers to geopolitical idea of hierarchical 
organization of the territory, based on this distinction, and has the interpretation of this 
territory in its center, but it doesn’t have to be right by default or accomplished. J. Agnew 
and S. Corbridge think of hegemony as hegemony of common rules and ideological as-
sumptions which offer ‘normality’ and ‘rational acceptance’ to all participants. 
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Geopolitical order always involves organization of the territory where certain 
centers of power look after maintenance or change of this order. Transition from one geo-
political order to another takes place in the process which is known as ‘geopolitical transi-
tion’. The 20th century has been marked by signifi cant global geopolitical changes which 
were very different comparing to earlier period. This kind of development lead to two 
world wars and numerous regional confl icts. The cold war political order brought balance 
on world level through competition of two great political and military forces. The last 
geopolitical transition 1989–1991 resulted in making new geopolitical order, and we can 
say that it was successful because it happened very suddenly and very fast. It was the result 
of the end of cold war, in very specifi c shape and marked with domination of one world-
wide great political, economic and military force and several world economic forces. 

Nowadays, the new geopolitical order characteristic is that the mutual questions 
are formed by organizing world market and trade whose political expression are above 
national integration and international organisation and institution (Europeaen Union, 
World Trade Organization, International Monetary Fund, World Bank, etc.). Under new 
conditions, hegemony gets new ideology as well, which tries to expand the idea that it is 
possible to make the world progress through expansion of ideas of market and democracy 
in the world. Their political, economic and security practise strives for hierarchical orga-
nization of stable territory, which is necessary for democracy development, as well as 
market and tolerance development. In order to achieve these goals, many other, for mod-
er world inappropriate, instruments can be used. 

Moder technology development changes man’s perception of community by ex-
tremely reducing the importance of geographical closeness, and it makes infl uence on 
content of geopolitical views and threats (Mathews, 1997). All of these smaller threats 
have a territorial character, while non-territorial threats, which are involved in world busi-
ness (economical, social etc.), stand out more. It is undisputed that modern environment 
is more complex, full of new challenges, that the situations change often and fast, and 
because of these modern threats demand for new geo-strategy which is no longer based 
on owing a territory and living on it, but fl exibility and promptness. The USA introduced 
this a long time ago, and processed it in a special part of the 1995 Military strategy called 
‘fl exible and strategic participation strategy’.

The old approach of geopolitics devided the world in macro regions, while the 
new geopolitic tries to observe the world as unity, and tries to apply the global approach 
which explains the world as unity, and every existing process which makes the strategy of 
foreign policy and countries’ acting. The analysis of the processes and subjects, and their 
interaction matches with this global view.

2.1. The process of globalization in new geopolitical order

Although the word globalization is one of the most common words in interna-
tional relations speech, there are disagreements about what globalization really is. Many 
scientists and reaserchers consider that the process of globalization is the process of all 
processes, the kind of unique process which includes other processes that are involved in 
conteporary order and modern geopolitical relations. There is a transformation of social 
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geography, marked with growth of above-territorial space and global activities in com-
munications, market, productions, money, fi nance and organisation. (Sholte, 2000). 

C. Kegley and E. Wittkopf point that the globalization is the other term for the 
set of phenomena which are interconnected and which, by acting together, transform 
world politics. According to them this term is used ‘to mark the process, the policy, the 
prediction and the result of the invisible international forces’ acting, which evoke mass 
changes in the entire process’. People, work, capital, informations, terorism and orga-
nized criminal movements across the borders cannot be controled by countries so the 
world becomes interdependent and more fi rmly connected into ‘global village’ or ‘net-
worked world’. But according to C. Kegley and E. Wittkopf this interdependance makes 
troubles and problems because ‘on one hand, globalization connects and unites the world 
and creates unseen level of wealth, but on the other hand leads to the point where na-
tional borders and state governments lose their signifi cance, also it makes great differ-
ences because of creating few extremely fortunate and the majority of losers’ (Kegley and 
Wittkopf, 2004: 401). Their claim that the globalization at the same time leads to con-
solidation and disintegration of states, and to the power growth within some and the de-
crease of authority within others. 

Considering what is going on, globalization could lead to disappearance of ter-
ritoriality and state’s power, and therefore create world without territories and borders. 
Actually, creates a new kind of hegemony, without hegemon which is called transna-
tional liberalism. Hegemony is an ideology of market, which is dominant today, and glo-
balization is a process which implements the ideology of market and access to all mar-
kets. The ideology of globalzation is the ideology of rich and developed countries, pri-
marily the USA (Vukadinovic, 1999). These highly developed western countries, with the 
intention to deal with not only predictions, but the projects for the future as well, have 
established The Club of Rome. Thе Club’s reports are a complete ideological creation in 
which the desired project of global transformation of the planet by highly developed 
countries is pointed, and which offers revolution regardless of clearly determined causes 
of resuting situation, and not evolution which would be based on analysis of objective 
tendencies. Revolution is pointed against impersonal phenomena which cannot be ene-
mies of millions and billions of people, and while the ideological part of this is clear – 
distract the masses from thinking about the real causes of world evil. The new form of 
governance, which is emphasized in reports, but not explained, can be the old form of 
social, economical, political, military, cultural and ideological violence. The huge masses 
of people can be closely held together only by cruel governing system of one nation over 
the other, and by using deception, violence, inequality, immorality etc. Because of this, 
the classical form of ideological relation with reality is equivalent to comprehensive 
world hegemony. 

2.2. Subjects of new geopolitical order 

Political concept of international relations in world starts from the system cre-
ated in Peace in Westphalia 1684 and the fact that the subjects of international relations 
and international law can be only the states which are created and which work indepen-
dently. States are geopolitical players who search for the winning situation on ‘the great 
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chess board’, and their interests, abilities and goals signifi caly alter the world policy. All 
of this was easy until the new world order started to form, and the national states found 
themselves in multilateral surrounding of different international organizations, territorial 
and political units and other actors. But, all the subjects of international relations weren’t 
the actors in geopolitical order, and the part and signifi cance in international relations are 
different from the part and signifi cance in geopolitical order. The changes which concerns 
the order itself come with the establishment and development of new geopolitical world 
order. The signifi cance of some subjects increases, and of the other reduces. Different 
factors effect the increase and reduction of these actors – geographical, political, military, 
economical and technological. In modern, post-cold-war geopolitical order, the subjects 
of international relations are: states, other territorially and politically units, international 
organizations and other.

Regardless, the image of state’s importance and infl uence in international rela-
tions signifi cantly changed, it must be stated that the state itself is still the most important 
actor in geopolitical order. The states exist in space and anarchic (because it has no central 
control) global geopolitical system. The state is capable of estimating and projecting cer-
tain aspects of its actions outside its territory, and directing its foreign policy on achiving 
certain changes and adjustments in order. Main signs of these actions are national inter-
ests and their protection. Thomas Hobbes says in his theory of human nature, that one of 
main human motives for any kind of acting is desire for existance, which is natural mind 
postulate according to which man strives to avoid violent death (Hobbes, 1998). The 
states themselves take the ‘motive of survival as the temeil of acting in the world where 
the uncertainty of states isn’t guaranteed’ (Waltz, 1979: 92). We can say that uncertainty 
is never guaranteed, because this kind of uncertainty can be made only by setting the 
global authority which would then be powerful enough to set the laws and punish the of-
fenders. As this kind of authority is not likely to be set, uncertainty remains the permanent 
feature of international relations. Under these conditions the states are to act as the indi-
vidual in the nature, to increase personal power in order to secure the existance. Of course, 
the war is not a good way to improve the position, and that is why the countries start in-
ternational cooperation in order to make progress for themselves and their people. Global 
space and future organization will depend on states. They will remain the primary actors 
of political organization and the most important subjects of geopolitical order. Further 
profi ling and integration to supranational unity can be expected. 

Territorial and political units are irregular political communities and pseudo 
states. Irregular political units are: territories under military occupation, territories in tran-
sition, territories of uncertain status, territories under foreign governance and interna-
tional territories, which are most likely remainings from colonial period, military occupa-
tion, partition or lack of wish to organize political organization in state form (Glassner, 
1995). Pseudo states are made by the deconstruction of geopolitical order, while the new 
one still hasn’t been set on certain territory, as some ethnical group’s desire to have its 
territory. They are of transitional character and have uncertain status which can be re-
solved either by forming a new state or by returning and reconnecting with other country. 

The subjects involved in world geopolitical order are the international organiza-
tions as well, which do not have territorial character, but their members do have territori-
al character. They can be defi ned as ‘several states’ associations made by international 
contract with personal authority, and they serve to accomplish certain common goals’ 



58

(Vukadinovic, 1998: 105). Forms of these subjects can be different – political, economic, 
military or combined; the most important international organization is United Nations 
organization; and among combined it is NATO. We can say that weaken of states’ power 
and their mutual work dependency (which is only increasing for certain states) please the 
improvement of international organizations’ part in international relations. Also, scientifi c 
and technological revolution favours the strenghtening of international organizations, as 
well as the world division into blocks (when it comes to international relations), which 
then opens the possibilities for cooperation between sides once in confl ict and opposition; 
global problems appearance; process of economical globalisation, global security chall-
enges appearance etc. 

Non-territorial subjects of new world geopolitical order are nation, movements 
and church. Movements’ acting can be in different parts of the world, and it can have or-
ganised and institutional form. The main characteristic is that the state does not have any 
effect on them and that they can have political character, humanitarian character, ecologi-
cal character etc. Processes that help movements’ acting are information and communica-
tion revolution, state control weaken, and expanding certain kinds of democracy in new 
parts of global territory. The nations have the greatest infl uence on international relations 
when they are in a mature phase of their developement. That is when the nations fi ght for 
the establishment of their statehood, which was only given to a small number of states 
without any kind of resistance of other states and nations. The infl uence of nations on the 
formation of countries happened in different parts of the world and in different periods of 
time. Church is one of the international subjects whose infl uence weakens. In erlier peri-
ods of history the infl uence of church on international relations was much stronger, beca-
use of tighter connections between secular and church government in former European 
empires and kingdoms. The most signifi cant is catolic church, because of its political 
headquarters, high organisational form, uniqueness, and because it is spread all around 
the world. 

3. ECONOMIC POWER AND THE STATE 

From what we said, it can be concluded that the key cause of globalization is 
need for free capital exchange in the world. Actually, we could say that globalization to-
day is the synonym for world market and economy, but maybe more important is to rea-
lise that globalization leads to power changes in world and national scene. This new 
world process instead of old game of power sets the new one, where the capital has the 
key position. When it comes to relations between the state and capital, there is no perma-
nent harmony. Changes are constant and unpredictable, and they can go both ways. 

The level of participation in international trading has infl uence on economical 
and social development and the wealth of one country, and this further has infl uence on 
goals in state’s foreign policy. It is established opinion that the wealthier states have big-
ger tendency to play active role in world political economy. 

The interests of wealthy states go over their state borders and, as a rule, they 
have possibility to accomplish and preserve them. It is no surprise that those states with 
great economical power and deeply involved in international trade, have great military 
power as well, partially because the military power is the function of economy potential. 
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But this fact doesn’t show that rich states lean to adventurism. Rich countries are often 
‘satisfi ed’ and they would have a lot to lose by starting revolutionary changes or global 
instability, therefore they consider status quo to be in their best interest (Wolfers, 1962). 
Because of this they support international policy which protects and improves their envi-
able position at the top of global hierarchy. 

On the other side there are less developed or poor countries whose economical 
power is small and whose productivity doesn’t signifi cally effect the development of 
global political system. This is why Kegley and Wittkopf think that those dependent co-
untries, because of lack of economical power, humbly please the wealth ones, on which 
they depend on. But some of them ‘’defi antly rebel and sometimes they manage to resist 
the strives of great forces and powerfull international organizations to control their inter-
national behaviour’’ (Kegley and Wittkopf, 2004). This kind of behaviour of some coun-
tries shows that economic development isn’t the only element that determine one state’s 
policy, but their leaders’ thoughts about possibilities and restrictions, which their country’s 
economy reusurses offer, can have much stronger infl uence on their decisions regarding 
foreign policy. This is clearly shown in the example of extraordrinary economical growth 
and development of China and India. China was said to be manufacture workshop, and 
India was the manager behind the curtain in the entire world. Nowadays, both countries 
invest very much in research and development. 

European Economic Community as precusor of European Union, in 1960s was 
the attempt to resolve essential contradictions of capitalism, the confl ict between econo-
mic internationalization and politic partilisation, or between world economy and national 
states. To protect from global economy isn’t possible by retreat and closing inside the 
teritorry, one needs to be involved in it by combining economic openness with constant 
adjustements, based on top education, social engagement, and transfering the manpower 
and resources from unsuccessful into developing industries. Today, we can say that the 
European Union is well positioned, thanks to its two headstones – inside market and 
unique currency, and it can confront global chalenges, but these two headstones still 
haven’t achieved the dynamism necessary to make Europe competitive. 

3.1. The state and transnational economy

If we remember Max Weber and his defi nition of state, we will see that the state 
government is build on: enforcement, military power and intervention, democratic con-
sensus and national state law instrumentialization (Weber, 1976). These important deter-
minants indicate territoriality, because all of this happens inside one state’s territory, and 
authority is always and neccessarily based on compulsion management. Compulsion and 
territoriality limit the state power, because the weakness of compulsion is to be infl exible. 

Today’s world economy doesn’t rest on these determinants and compulsion, inves-
tment amount, which are available to world economy and territorial priniples actors. Com-
pulsion can be applied only as punishment, as something negative, while the wealth allows 
punishment and reward, and if the wealth grows it ecourages economy power fl exibility. 
The key to power isn’t just military force, but one state’s position on the world market. 

These movements have their supporters and their opponents. It is common to 
hear in political, professional and scientifi c circles, that the process of globalization of 
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economy is actually the process of hegemony, or Americanization of world economy, 
while hegemony is the ability to dictate rules and arragements where international politi-
cal and economy relations are set, or at least to have a dominant position in their esta-
blishment (Goldstein, 1988). They are certain that the world capital market will control 
several mega-fi nancial corporations which have their interests as in raw material and food 
trade as well as in all the other economy, political and cultural spheres. From the available 
information we can see that some transnational companies’ budgets surpass the budgets 
of some states. Also, the correlative and causal relation can be determined between the 
capital concentration and wealth in the hands of big world corporations and poverty accu-
mulation, and deepening the gap between the North and the South. Multinational compa-
nies with goals in conquering and exploating, implement monopolistic or oligo-political 
strategy at the global level where competition is based on virtual fi nancial transnational 
fl ows by winning more and more market share. Over the last few decades of the 20th cen-
tury, countries tried to attract big corporations for investments, so they altered their busi-
ness policies based on corporations’ demands. But it wasn’t enough for those companies 
so they tried to relieve national law norms and provide themselves extraterritorial form. 
Opening and ruining of all national border opstacles, deregulation, mass delocalisation 
and liberalisation of market ruined many weaker economies, and maybe some countries as 
well. These multinational companies control world network communications, satellites, 
intelligence networks, data bases and legal institutions. Money and fi nancial predominan-
ce are key factors today for setting the world government, and some scientists predict that 
the next phase of these corporations is going to be military forces control. Big companies 
all around the world have all the power atributes which the state-nations had, and the states 
do not have legal compulsion monopoly any longer, as Max Weber predicted. 

3.2. Regionalism and economical power

Regionalism is a goal and a political programme of modern Europe, which, after 
denying centralistic system of old state-nations and making of supranational technocratic 
structure of EU, can be qualifi ed through new forms of centrifugal fragmentations of pe-
ripheries from the center. The goal is solving confl icts on international scene by using 
authentic federalism legal norms, implementing the ideas of subsidiarity and solidarism. 
The European Union is unique in many ways, if for no other reason, than because of the 
biggest global example of peaceful international cooperation with the integrated safety 
community with one economy and unique currency as a result. The EU is also devoted to 
liberal democratic system and free market capitalism eased by European search for ‘’third 
road’’ values, such as sympathy for people. 

Nowadays, Europe confronts the double challenge of economical globalisation. 
It confronts peerless economy competition from Asia (India and China) as well as from 
the USA, which are world leaders in most technology and service industries and struc-
tural weaknesses expressed through defi cit of innovation and employment (Tutner, 2001). 
In these cases, political and scientifi c experts have fear of delocalization and ‘race to the 
bottom’ when it comes to payment and standards, in their opinion this ‘race’ needs to be 
‘race to the top’. Actually, there must be limits for good working positions in factories in 
the world, but when it comes to working position where you generate ideas, there must be 
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no limits (Friedman, 2005). It is important to produce goods and services with high ad-
ditional values, which can be sold at a good price, and to make working positions which 
generate ideas. 

It must not be forgotten that the process of integration in Europe isn’t separated 
from another, a bigger process –the process of world integration. It can be said that the 
European market has already lost its independence and that it is already under the infl u-
ence of world market. Something like this is happening in other spheres of European life 
as well. The European process of integration is often in confl ict with global integration, 
although it is its part. The integration will get stronger, because it is one objective and 
historical process with open defi ciency which is mostly well hidden. Since the European 
intitiatives for economical and political integration in 1950s, more than ten regional inter-
national state organizations have been created in different parts of the world, mostly in 
global south countries. Most of them are trying to encourage regional economy develop-
ment, and a few of them have given up the former goal and started to strive for multiple 
political and military goals. With very successful or less successful goal accomplishing, 
global cooperation attempts show willingness of states to accept the fact that collective 
problems cannot be solved separately. The growing network of interdependence in these 
regional organizations violate the state government and alters the way of their global 
scene communications. These organizations promise world policy transformation, and 
because of that every debate regarding public policy starts and fi nishes with the same idea 
– the state is in withdrawal and its power fades. (Crook, 1997). 

4. MILITARY POWER AND SECURITY 

From all what happened in history of society development we can make con-
clude that insecurity is the permanent mark of international relations. In these circum-
stances, it is rational for state to act like an individual in its natural habitat (Hobbs talked 
about this) – to work on improving its own power in order to secure its existence. The fact 
that ‘international anarchy’, even when added the motive of country preservation, is not 
enough to claim that the war of ‘’all against all’’ is present in international relations. In 
order for a confl ict to happen, states needs to have other motives as well. Additional mo-
tives, which were often versions set by the realists at the end of 19th and the beginning of 
the 20th century, is the motive of profi t. In case of one state, it is often expressed as a wish 
for territory expanding or economical or military power. Other signifi cant motive is the 
wish for cultural hegemony. But if we allow for these additional motives, which encour-
age insecurity, to be regarded as arguments, other opposite motives, the ones which en-
courage peace, must be considered. In this group of motives, the most important is the one 
for peace achieving. It is well-presented in Hobbs’ basic law of nature, according to whu-
ich war is an option which is consider only when there is no chance to achieve peace. For 
increase of insecurity and security many examples can be found in history and in present 
time as well. The European continent in the 17th century can be an example which con-
fi rms realistics’ claim about the war against all. On the other hand, the modern EU project 
shows that the questions of security and insecurity aren’t primary, particularly not the 
state’s sole interests. 

The new word order is still in its early phase. The cold war infl uence can still be 
seen in some points of international relations. The cold war strongly marked the entire 
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international relations science developement, and the way of thinking which is still pre-
sent today in those state structures which have the power of making political decisions at 
global level. This fact is best expressed through enemy searching, weather he is real or 
imaginary, weather he represents serious and realistic threat to national security or not. 
The most action in the world do the USA, Near East, Africa, Central America, Southeast 
and East Asia, depending on the period of international relations, were the targets of mi-
litary interventions. Until the USSR, ‘the justifi ed reason’ for military interventions was 
the suppression of Communism, and today it is а global war against terrorism. Because of 
so many confl icts, wars and ‘humanitarian interventions’ the 20th century can be said to 
be a tragic century, and the former secretary of UN Butros Ghali described the global 
system as the ‘culture of death’.

One of the main fi elds for studying the world order is the usage of military force 
on global and regional level, outside the state borders. The military force usage crucially 
affects global safety and by that world order stability. The new world order has been, up 
until now, defi ned by reduced possibility of total global confl ict, which, in cold war, 
blocked open use of military force by superpowers outside the regions where they domi-
nated so much, and without any chance for competitors. Regions which were geographi-
cally close to superpowers’ regions were completely dominated by them in all fi elds. The 
regions between the areas where the superpowers dominated, became the territory of con-
fl ict and interest between superpowers. This kind of space was the traditional Romeland 
area with its regions, and later also Latin America and Africa which make the quarter of 
strategic marginality. Today, this kind of region defi ning is signifi cally changed. With the 
disappearance of the USSR, its biggest inheritor – Russia almost completely lost its inter-
est spheres or its infl uence in them was signifi cally weakened. Russia has the big infl uence 
only in some countries, the remains of former USSR. The USA as the only world super-
power, got the possibility which wasn’t to be missed, their political, military, economy 
and cultural infl uence expansion in entire global space. The USA expansion started in the 
World War II, but it was stopped during the Cold War in many territories by direct or in-
direct acting of the Communist Bloc. Today the USA’s expanding obstacles are much 
smaller, because there is no state in the world with the power to resist them. Besides that, 
the infl uence today has new shapes and forms of expansion. Economy and cultural infl u-
ences are more signifi cant than military and political, or they serve to help political and 
military factor, this kind of help is an easier way to set infl uence without using political 
preassure or military force. Sometimes, an economy or a political factor is enough to start 
controling one country or region, and sometimes it isn’t. Cases when economic or cultural 
factors weren’t enough, can be seen in approximately 130 military intreventions, which 
the USA took outside their state lines. The problem in this war against terorism is in a 
broad deffi nition of the enemy and extensive use of military instruments, which are used 
not only to destroy terrorist base, but also as the instrument of intimidation for possible 
opponents to American way of thinking. The war against terrorism and declaring some 
countries as enemies are the examples of prejudical conclusions, with no real argument. 

4.1. State’s military force factors

Although there is no concensus about the best way to measure different the in-
fl uence of different factors which contribute to military abilities and national power, there 
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is a corcondance that not all countries have the same ability to affect each other. Real-
politicians start with the fact that power is the one thing which gives the state ability to 
promote national interests, prevail in international negotiations and form the rules which 
control the global system. National infl uence directly refers to national power, and witho-
ut it even the most exeptional reign skill is limited in its utility (German, 1960). 

The budget for military purpose is a signifi cant factor of power, but more signi-
fi cant is the way it spent and under which circumstances. Regardless of the big military 
budget, it is often that the military power is ineffi cient, especially in the war against poli-
tical mobile terrorist movements. Potential power has other sources as well, not just mili-
tary investments. Relative size of state economy, its habitants and territory size, geograp-
hical position, raw materials, their import dependence level, technological capacity, nati-
onal character, ideology, decision making effi ciency, industry productivity, trade volume, 
savings and investments, educational level, national morality and international solidarity, 
and especially ‘technological prosperity and growth of social and economical transacti-
ons which can lead to the new world where their control of force won’t be important any 
more’ (Kegley and Wittkopf, 2004:648).

The above mentioned internal state factors show that they, with the leader who 
makes political decisions, have infl uence on war appearance and that this observation is 
the greates challenge to surrealist assumption that international cirumstances are the 
strongest war determinants and that domestic factors have no infl uence at all.

4.2 Safety and the unsafe world

As we pointed earlier, the war between major forces is less and less possible. But 
regardless of that fact, preparation for the war still enjoy the support of defence planners 
as the acess to the peace. The US president Eisenhower once said: ‘Until the war is de-
leted from international relations, to be unprepared for it is as much crime as the war it-
self.’ It i obvious that the defence of military aggression stays the base of national secu-
rity, but the security concept must be expanded to the other parts of life and work. Indi-
vidual safety and prosperity depend on how much we can rule the complex political, 
economic, ecological and epidemiological problems which increase. Release of toxins in 
nuclear and chemical attacks can cause mass death, and global epidemiological and eco-
logical dangers can jeopardize the entire planet. As national economies are more and 
more involved in world economy, each society gets more vunerable in world economy 
crisis. Modern technologies bring us closer together, and we become more aware of suf-
fering of those oppressed or living under dictatorship and injustice of any kind. 

Up until now, most of the people strived, in order to protect themselves from 
outside treats, to lean on national states, while the states strived to ‘survive’ and determine 
which values should their policy focus on. The fact is that a lot of countries hesitate in 
their intention to deal with different questions on the global map. Deciding between the 
options in international relations and fi nding the answers to international crisis was never 
an easy job, and German philosopher Hegel once wrote: ‘What history teaches us is that 
people never learn anything from history.’ Unfortunately, there was never an easy history 
lesson about restraining violence and the ugly sides of human nature.
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5. POLITICAL SYSTEM AND SOCIAL ORDER 

Man’s life in society, as sociology interprets it, started when polis and empire 
appeared, i.e. when political communities showed to be the only alternative to human 
kind survival. It is then that the formation and homogenization of diffusive social struc-
tures into self-suffi cient communities started – global societies and evolution of political 
power from charismatic to patriarchal and rational political government, which are inter-
twined even today. 

All modern societies today are social communities – states, and man understands 
politics through his relations with political authorities. These authorities expressed them-
selves through certain political order or system. The debate wether these two terms have 
different interpretation will remain for next time, but for now we would like to talk about 
social order, as inside order, with signifi cant and sometimes decisive infl uence on one 
state’s behaviour. Although the representatives of neorealism think that every country 
would act the same in order to protect its interest, the form of state structure limits the 
choice in making important decisions. In these situations, there are differences between 
constitutional democracy – presidential government, on one side, and autocratic reign, on 
the other (Kegley and Wittkopf, 2004).

When it comes to autiocratic political systems, power is in the hands of one 
person, group or organization, less or weakly connected to society, and they often use 
society as a force in order to maintain privilege. The autocratic political system has anal-
itical character and realistic subjects of power. State structure with an autocratic leader is 
superior in many aspects of life, but many things remain outside the state infl uence be-
cause of low level of communication and weak government effectiveness. Voters, if exist, 
wether among wealthy and powerful groups or among broader social classes, have a 
small infl uence on state policy. Great bank, trade and religious organizations have more 
infl uence on autocratic and informative organizations, and more infl uence on the govern-
ment, because voters are only citizens, poorly informed and manipulated. The totalitarian 
system is even harder. It has a more developed cruel system of reign, and it uses ideo-
logical marketing and manipulation. The party in power rules through its offi cers and 
executives, or through other mass political organizations. Thay have constant infl uence 
and control over ecomomy organizations and territorial communities, and over voters as 
well. That is how the party in power rules all segments of society.

In democratic systems the power is devided among several power holders and it 
is better controled that way. People and state structure, and connection and penetration of 
different systems, which together make social system, have a medium position in social 
and political systems relation. Voters in elections choose offi cers and political system 
programmes, which then have a reverse infl uence on other systems in society, the same as 
the other systems, international as well, have infl uence on the political system. This mod-
el of political system is like a social subject with its own identity and limitations, like the 
subject which acts in a social environment and has its own parts. The state structure is in 
the centre, and different parties, associations, interest groups, and public opinion have 
infl uence on it, and then this state structure affects the environment. In this model differ-
ent state structures have their authority and sphere of acting which is devided and con-
trolled. The structure and function are based on the parliamentary system. State leader has 
the moral infl uence, the assembly sets general rules, the government directs the opera-
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tions, defi nes and approves the funds, and the courts control legality, constitutionality and 
law application. Administration implements the government policy, applies the rules and 
solves problems of individuals. The opposition in the Parliament controls and criticizes 
the government. The voters, in the form of public opinion and through mass media, also 
control the government. 

Different inside structures of political systems point that in international rela-
tions different countries will act differently on certain challenges. Power holders in au-
thoritative systems will adjust the power of government to their interests, and make po-
litical decisions according to these interests, and in some cases these decisions can be 
made in favour of other country or individual interest. Also, the leaders of states above 
described, can make foregn policy decisions in favour of some domestic goals, the same 
as the courageous and agresive acts abroad have the goal to affect on election results in 
country or to distract the public from economical problems. It is ‘the scapegoat’ phenom-
ena or sabotage theory of war – when the leaders starts confl icts abroad in order to distract 
domestic public’s attention from unsolved problems in the country (Levy, 1989) 

In democratic systems the old rule is that everyone infl uenced by decision mak-
ing participates in its making. The process of demoratic decision making is today under-
stood, in the fi rst place, as the process where everyone can express their opinion. Institu-
tions which ensure the relation between voters and representatives are numerous, differ-
ent and combined. The point is to make representatives responsible through different 
systems of their work control. To act adequatly in politics means to act morally under the 
preassure of different events, and in accordance with personal political orientation, with 
the assurance that the sence of equality and justice is satisfi ed. A political agreement or 
decision is successful as much as it has lowered the possibilities of confl ict, or reduced the 
confl ict, if it is ongoing confl ict or reduced the feeling that the decision was forced and 
unfair.

6. CONCLUSION

One of the main tasks of state policy is to run foreign policy, especially because 
of the fact that is comes from inside policy processes. The ability of state to choose in 
international relations, to defi ne relations according to its surrounding and other forms of 
international integrations, shows if it has successfully completed the process which de-
fi nes it, as a state at national and international political level. Also, the ability of the state 
to execute its clearly defi ned foreign policy orientation, in accordance to other actors’ 
interests, on international level, shows its relative power compared to these actors. 

We have mentioned the factors inside and outside one country’s borders, which 
could have infl uence its foreign policy orientation. The most important factor outside the 
state borders is the geopolitical position which is ‘inherited’. The inside factors with in-
fl uence foreign policy are: economic development, military power and the form of state 
structure. A more developed country in economy terms has a more signifi cant role in in-
ternational relations and cooperation. Military power is linked to the level of economic 
development, because economy strong countries tend to strengthen the military in order 
to be able to defend themselves from attacts or threats of any kind. The political structure 
of one country has a signifi cant infl uence on international relations, because the way of 
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acting is different in different structures, autocratic systems with no internal control will 
act in one way and democratic countries in other way. The process of decision making in 
international policy is more diffi cult because of the fact that internal and international 
political environment is prevailed with other actors as well, governmental and non-gov-
ernmental organizations, transnational companies which affect making foreign policy 
decisions. That is why we can say that the forming of international policy is nothing else 
but adapting of state to international system in order to secure its survival and prosperity. 
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Abstract: 

Basically, violence is a psychological strategy which is used to demonstrate 
power and control over other children. Given the consequences which violent behavior 
has on the victim (refusal to go to school, lowered self-esteem, depression, loneliness, fear 
of maintaining close relationships in the future, contemplating suicide), it is seen a seri-
ous threat for both children and social community on the whole and it requires special 
attention from the scientifi c point of view.

When we take into consideration possible social risk factors of aggressive (vio-
lent) behavior in children, it is important to take into account the infl uence of the family 
context and the role of education, belonging to peers groups which display challenging 
behavior, the role of the teacher and the infl uence of the mass media. 

Keywords: family, peers, teachers, TV, violent behavior.

THE ROLE OF THE FAMILY IN THE FORMATION 
OF VIOLENT BEHAVIOR IN CHILDREN 

The development of man’s personality, his attitudes, interests, way of thinking is 
infl uenced by people around him, and the family has the biggest infl uence on him, i.e. 
mother and father as dominant fi gures. Namely, parents are the ones who continually 
monitor the reactions of their children in different situations. The education of children is 
closely related to the education of parents, because parents teach their children what they 

1 Correspondence to: Žana Vrućinić, M.A., graduate psychologist, an assistant on the subject Police Psychol-
ogy and Legal Medicine at the School of Internal Affairs in Banja Luka. 
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themselves had been taught, i.e. they reward the behavior which is similar to theirs – for 
they take such behavior as right. Namely, transparent system of rewards and punishments 
contributes to the internationalization of parents’ punishments, which further leads to the 
development of consciousness which will encourage or prohibit the unacceptable behav-
ior of the child. The inconsistency of parents during the educational process or disorders 
of parents’ personalities lead to the inadequate development of self-control which is man-
ifested through “act out” behavior such as: aggression, anger outbursts, lying, running 
away from school or home, disobedience, intimidation. 

Depending on maturity and the ability of parents to educate, as well as on the 
cultural and educational level of parents, and in accordance with education attitudes of 
parents, the family can be, on the one side, an optimal and encouraging setting for the 
development of the child or confi ning and limiting, on the other side. This represents two 
extreme continuums which entail the variations of educational attitudes and their infl u-
ence on the child’s development in general, and in accordance with that the manifestation 
of aggressive behavior and violence in children (Nedimović, 2010).

When risk factors typical for the manifestation of violence in children are con-
cerned, numerous researches on the infl uence of education and growing up have been 
conducted. Olweus (Olweus, 1998, in Nedimović, 2011), has reached a conclusion, based 
on his research results, that parental education and the conditions in which the child is 
growing up infl uence the manifestation of violent behavior in children through four fac-
tors.

The fi rst factor is parental warmth. Children whose parents show a small amount 
of parental warmth, who are emotionally indifferent to the child’s needs and who provide 
little emotional support, attention and interest for the child are most often disobedient, 
aggressive and display problems in behavior. According to Olweus, the lack of warmth 
and attention, especially at the youngest age, increases the danger of later violence in 
boys and their hostility towards others. The basic emotional relationship of parents is 
extremely important. 

The second dimension of parental style is parental supervision, i.e. the degree to 
which the child was supervised, disciplined and directed. Namely, according to Olweus, 
if aggressive behavior is not sanctioned, the child instills aggressive reactions through a 
lack of adoption of the mechanism of aggression inhibition. If parents are submissive and 
tolerant, if they do not set strict limits in relation to violent behavior, the level of the 
child’s aggression will increase. 

The third important factor which increases the level of child’s violence is physi-
cal punishment and violent emotional outburst of parents. Research results (Baldry, 2003, 
in Nedimović, 2011) show that the children who are violent towards their school peers, as 
well as the victims, grew up in families in which parents were violent to each other or 
towards the children. In such families, the violent behavior of children and adolescents is 
considered learned behavior. In cohesive families there is a lower probability for the de-
velopment of asocial behavior in children. Aside from the abuse of children, the presence 
of violence in the family is a risk factor for the exhibition of aggressive behavior, and ac-
cordingly peer violence. 

The fourth risk factor, which is related to education, is the child’s temperament, 
according to Olweus. Namely, researches (Vasta, Haith & Miller, 1998, in Nedimović, 
2011) state that “stricter educated” children exhibit more behavioral problems. Given 
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results show that there is no direct link between temperament and asocial behavior but 
just a connection between the two, where the mediating variable represents the relation-
ship between the parents and the child. In interaction with insuffi ciently sensitive, patient, 
persistent and stable parents, there is a higher risk for these “stricter educated” children to 
develop insecure attachment and for parents to react aggressively to the child’s behavior. 
Social-economic setting in the family (the level of education of parents, the amount of 
income and living standards), according to research results, are not connected to the level 
of peer violence (Loeber & Stouthamer-Loeber, 1986; Olweus, 1980, in Nedimović, 
2011). 

John Bowlby’s theory of affective attachment places growing up in the natural 
context, the context of the relationship of the person who nurtures the child and who rep-
resents the fi rst important object, which is most commonly the mother. She represents the 
model of emotional development of person, by observing the formation and the develop-
ment of human emotionality from infancy, through adolescence to adulthood. Bowlby 
introduced the idea that the infant is born with specifi c social capabilities, which are 
manifested in the form of contact with the mother or the person in charge of the infant. 
Thus, smile, as a form of initiative for securing a contact with the mother, starts to appear 
in the fourth week of life, whereas crying is present from birth. A grown up person reacts 
to these signals, and the range of mutual exchange of messages gradually becomes more 
complex. 

Merry Ainsworth (1979, in Stefanović-Stanojević, 2006) was the fi rst who clas-
sifi ed the differences in the interactions child-mother, where the main difference is in the 
quality of safety of the child and the availability and sensitivity of the mother, in relation 
to the child’s signals he uses to express his needs. Depending on the quality of received 
interaction with the mother, through daily, repeated emotional exchange, the following 
styles of early affective ties are formed: 

1. Safety affective attachment 

The safety style of early affective ties is formed in situations when the baby, 
based on adequate, timely and consistent reaction, forms the “inner working model” of 
mother as reliable, thus creating at the same time the image of himself as a being which 
deserves attention, affection, love and the image of the outside world as optimistic and 
clear. Bowlby and Ainsworth defi ne inner working models as cognitive affective struc-
tures which the child forms based on daily, repeated experiences with the person who 
takes care of him. These are actually inner images of oneself and the person who the child 
is attached to. These operational models of oneself and the signifi cant others, based on the 
history of mutual relations, begin to form in the fi rst months of life. 

Researches on the so called safety affective basis are numerous; results almost 
uniformly suggest that the safety style in the early affective attachment represents a pro-
tection factor for numerous unfavorable exogenous infl uences, and that it leads to a good 
self-image (Williams & Kennedy, 2012). 
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2. Insecurity – avoiding affective attachment 

In situations in which the mother does not react to the child’s needs, when she is 
emotionally cold or is just physically present, with scarce emotional interests, insecurity 
develops – the avoiding the style of affective attachment – and the child forms the “work-
ing model” of himself as a being who is worthy of love and attention, and he sees the 
world as an unfriendly setting. This child develops different protection strategies against 
hurting in a form of social distance by creating a self-suffi cient world in which he cannot 
develop social skills. Studies on social development of such children almost all confi rm 
this kind of condition, and the consequence of such behavior is a lowered capability of 
social adjustment. 

3. Insecurity – preoccupied (ambivalent) affective attachment 

If the mother reacts inappropriately to the child’s signals, the child will develop 
the “working model” which is rather based on keeping the mother’s presence than on the 
image of oneself and the signifi cant others. These children put all their attention and en-
ergy into maintaining physical proximity of the mother, and in time the child’s interests 
in the surrounding weakens. During life, symbiotic relations with the signifi cant others 
are built, which lack initiative, spontaneity, autonomy and in which there is no room for 
other people. 

4. Insecurity – fearful affective attachment

This form of affective attachment is seen in children who grew up in a setting 
which is insensitive, furious, which is not a basis for creating safety base, which further 
creates a constant feeling of sensitivity. This type of connection is characterized by am-
bivalent relation towards attachment, where anger management diffi culties take place, 
diffi culties in realizing a close relationship (although they long for it) and a misinterpreta-
tion of emotionally colored signals and messages. 

When it comes to attachment styles and violent behavior, previous research re-
sults show that people with the insecurity-avoiding style have greater chances of portray-
ing asocial traits (e.g. lack of care for the feelings of others) (Fite, Greening & Stoppel-
bien, 2008), while those who are secure possess the optimistic attributive style, better 
skills in dealing with mutual confl icts and a lower level of aggression (Constantino et al., 
2006; Cummings-Robeau, Lopez, & Rice, 2009; Leenaars et al., 2008).

What is important for the understanding of behavior in childhood, adolescence 
and adulthood is the idea that the self image, the fi gure of attachment and the relation of 
attachment is “responsible” for the way the child will, later on as an adolescent, behave 
in peer and partner relations, and later as an adult and a parent. 
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THE ROLE OF PEERS IN THE FORMATION OF 
VIOLENT BEHAVIOR IN CHILDREN

Peer violence is a group phenomenon which is manifested in social institution 
and among group members, and that is why it is necessary to place it in the school con-
text. Therefore, aside from the family, an important factor in the socialization of the child 
is peers. 

Differences between students are explained by “behavioral norms” in the class. 
In social psychology, a norm is usually defi ned as a “rule”, value or standard which is 
shared by the members of a social group which prescribes adequate, expected or desired 
attitudes and behaviors for the issues relevant to the group” (Turner, 1991, p. 3). It is as-
sumed that violent behavior is motivated by seeking a higher status and dominant position 
in a peer group (Pellegrini, 2002; Salmivalli & Peets, 2008). In order to succeed in this, 
they choose their victims, as well as the place and time for their attacks, so they can 
achieve their goals in the best possible way. Bullies choose victims which are submissive 
(Schwartz et al., 1998), insecure, (Salmivalli & Isaacs, 2005), physically weak (Hodges 
& Perry, 1999) and of lower social status in the group (Hodges & Perry, 1999, all accord-
ing to Salmivalli, 2010). 

The group (i.e. the classroom) in which peer violence takes place differs from 
many social groups in one important aspect: the membership is forced, which means that 
the victims cannot avoid their situation. Also, the other group members cannot leave on 
their free will. Although students cannot choose who they go to class with, the process of 
social selection takes place in the classroom, which results in the manifestation of clicks 
and pairs which consist of similar others (Kandel, 1978).

There are different mechanisms based on which a peer group infl uences the de-
velopment of disturbed behavior and contributes to its development. When it comes to the 
infl uence of peers, the following stands out: rejection, isolation and socializing with peers 
who display asocial behavior. Aggressive children display in their contacts with peers 
several inappropriate forms of behavior such as threats, scolding, hurting other children 
and exclusion of peers from games (Dodge, 1993). In comparison to other children, ag-
gressive children rarely participate in group activities with their peers. Their aggressive 
behavior leads to the risk of being rejected. When peers reject the child he becomes ag-
gressively isolated and this is important in maintaining aggressive behavior (Olsen, 
1992). Research results (Parker & Asher, 1987) show that aggression leads to insuffi cient 
acceptance among peers which further leads to the development of challenging behavior 
and encouragement for children to further socialize with those peers who manifest chal-
lenging behavior. Children who are, due to their aggression, isolated by their peers have 
a greater chance of succumbing to the infl uence of children who also exhibit challenging 
behavior (Elliot et al., 1985, all according to Nedimović, 2010). Therefore, peers are hos-
tile in the presence of an aggressive child, and an aggressive child can be accepted in a 
peer group which tolerates aggression. Research results (Dishion, 1991, according to 
Wenar, 2005) show that peer rejection, accompanied by failure at school, at the age of ten, 
is a precondition for the child to join asocial peers groups at the age of twelve. 
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THE ROLE OF TEACHERS IN THE FORMATION OF 
VIOLENT BEHAVIOR IN CHILDREN

In the literature, when the relation of teachers to peer violence is concerned, they 
are mostly mentioned in the preventive context. The teacher directly infl uences the level 
of violence in the class. Primarily, he represents a model of behavior. Namely, according 
to the theory of social learning, people learn how to behave by learning from each other, 
i.e. the social context, and it evolves concepts such as observation, imitation and model-
ing. Inadequate behavior of teachers (mocking, threatening, physical violence), which 
can serve students as a model, on the one hand, and the atmosphere of support, under-
standing, mutual respect of personalities between the student and the teacher and “zero” 
tolerance to violence, on the other, will lead to a greater or lesser presence of violence in 
schools. With (non)refraining from violence and (non)reacting to violence the teacher 
demonstrates what norm regarding violence is present and to which degree it is present. 
Also, rigid and infl exible teachers and professors can have a negative infl uence on the 
phenomenon, the fl ow and forms of aggressive behavior of students. Loslet (1977, in 
Nedimović, 2010) in his research fi nds that antisocial forms of behavior in one class, such 
as lying, stealing and anger outbursts, increase according to how much the students are 
exposed to the teacher’s mobbing. Olweus thinks that effective reaction of the teacher 
consists of constant supervision over students and undertaking fast and direct actions, 
without ignoring suspicious situations (Olweus, 1993).

Albert Bandura’s theory of social learning is intensively implemented in order to 
understand aggression (Bandura, 1973) and psychological disorders, especially in the 
context of modifying behavior (Bandura, 1973). The two most important factors which 
contribute to the effi ciency of this module, according to the theory of social learning, are 
the importance and reputation of the model as well as similarity to the model. It is clear 
that the teacher, given the role he has, represents an important fi gure and has a certain 
reputation, so he can easily serve as a model of behavior. In addition, when it comes to 
similarity with the model it has been noted that boys more imitate male teachers and girls 
female teachers, regardless of their other qualities and traits. 

How big is the role of the teacher on the student is best explained in the quote of 
children’s psychologist and psychotherapist, Haim Ginott, who worked as a teacher: “I 
have come to a horrifying conclusion that I am the key element in the classroom. My 
personal attitude defi nes the atmosphere. My daily mood creates weather. As a teacher, I 
posses a great power to make the child’s life miserable or happy. I can be a tool of torture 
or an instrument of inspiration. I can humiliate or cheer up, hurt or cure. In all situations, 
my response decides if the crisis will escalate or not and humanize the child or not” (Gi-
nott, 1972, p. 15). 

THE ROLE OF TELEVISION IN THE FORMATION 
OF VIOLENT BEHAVIOR IN CHILDREN

It is diffi cult to image the world we live in without the mass media. They have, 
through press, radio, television and the Internet, implemented in all social segments. Tele-
vision today is, along with the Internet, one of the most infl uential mass media. When we 
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refer to television as a medium, the fi rst thing that comes into our mind is that it is a tool 
of communication which conveys or mediates a message (Inglis, 1990). 

According to the theory of social learning, whose creator is, as already men-
tioned, Albert Bandura, by observing violent contents in the media a person can be en-
couraged “to imitate, thus weakening previously adopted social attitudes which forbid 
these kinds of behavior” (Valković, 2010, p. 81). Bandura has proved that aggressive 
behavior can be adopted by observing the aggressive behavior towards another person, 
stating that the model does not have to be a “live” person, but a character from a movie as 
well. Children of all ages are susceptible to the infl uence of violent contents in the mass 
media, but those younger are more vulnerable (children under eight) (Bushman & Hues-
mann, 2001). Namely, younger children are easier to impress, it is more diffi cult for them 
to differentiate between reality and fantasy, as well as to understand motives for violent 
behavior, also they learn through observation and imitation. Furthermore, it is more like-
ly that they will tolerate aggressive behavior in the real world if they are exposed to 
television shows or movies which contain violent contents (Molitor & Hirsch, 1994).

For the elaboration of the infl uence of the mass media on violent behavior there 
are three mechanism deployed in the literature: watching shows with violent content can, 
due to the content which evokes excitement, trigger aggressive tendencies which are to 
some degree present in every person (Bandura, in Essau & Conradt, 2004), regular watch-
ing of such television shows can desensitize people in relation to violence (Donnerstein, 
in Essau & Conradt, 2004) so aggressive behavior is perceived as acceptable and normal. 
Regular watching of violent television programs can model and confi rm cognitive 
schemes and attitudes about violence (Berkowitz, in Essay & Conradt, 2004). Namely, 
some researchers think that the connection between watching violence shown in the me-
dia and the manifestation of violence in children is of psychological nature due to the fact 
that children develop a cognitive script which, through the imitation of action “heroes 
from the media”, infl uences their behavior. By watching violence children internalize the 
script (the way of behaving), which uses violence as an appropriate method of solving 
problems. Researches conducted in Australia, Finland, Poland, Israel, Norway and the 
USA show that children who watch violence in the media regard it as reality and they 
easily identify themselves with the characters (according to Ortega, Mora-Merchán & 
Jäger, 2007). In addition, they can, under the infl uence of the media perceive, the world 
as violent and mean, and thus out of fear from being victims of violence manifest such 
behavior themselves, accepting it as proper. 

Furthermore, identifi cation with violent character plays an important role. 
Namely, if a violent person is portrayed in an attractive (appealing) way, it is easier to 
identify oneself with such a person, and this increases the infl uence of violence and can 
signifi cantly impact and encourage violent behavior” (Valković, 2010, p. 84). Numerous 
experiments (Bandura, 1965; Bandura, Ross & Ross, 1961; 1963, 1963; Liebert & Baron, 
1973; Rosekrans & Hartup, 1967; Walters & Parke, 1964, in Potter, 1999) also show that 
a person will most likely impersonate somebody’s aggressive behavior if that person was 
rewarded for such behavior. On the other hand, observing the person who was punished 
for violent behavior leads to intimidation and reduces violent behavior in the observer. 
Not every adolescent will react violently in response to violent contents in the media, but 
the media will defi nitely alter his perception and interpretation of everyday events, so 
such ambivalent situations will be interpreted as aggressive (Kuntsche et at., 2006). 
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A large number of studies show that exposing to violence in the media increases 
physical and verbal aggressive behavior in children and all this in a short period of time 
(between couple of hours to several days after the exposure). Some studies show that vio-
lence on television infl uences 25% of children. Researches, based on 300 studies con-
ducted on children, also show that the mass media do not directly lead to the manifesta-
tion of violence in children but that such behavior is only enhanced in those children who 
share similar tendencies (according to Ortega, Mora-Merchán & Jäger, 2007).

In many countries, peer violence is shown in the media for the purpose of larger 
audience, only when something sensational takes place, so “small” cases with no dra-
matic outcome do not draw the attention of the public. According to one research, which 
was concerned with the connection between the media and violence (The US National 
Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence, 1969, according to Ortega, Mora-
Merchán & Jäger, 2007), violence is presented in the media as an effi cient way for solving 
confl ict, unlike alternative methods such as debates, negotiations and compromises. An 
important fi nding in this research shows that there is a strong connection between violent 
norms of behavior and the degree in which such behavior was directly experienced. Thus, 
people who have experienced a similar experience do not approve of violent behavior. 
The problem is that techniques for peaceful solving of problems and their successful out-
comes are not promoted in the media, so they become “invisible” and there is a slight 
probability that they can be reviewed and taken into consideration as possible options for 
resolving confl icts. 

In one research, (Kaiser Family Foundation, 2003, according to Ortega, Mora-
Merchán & Jäger, 2007) almost half of the parents (47%) said that their children, aged 
4-6, imitate aggressive behavior they had seen on television. However, it is interesting to 
mention that 87% of children rather impersonate positive behavior. This fi nding is impor-
tant because it shows that they can adopt both violent forms of behavior as well as non-
violent form of interacting with the world. In the end, it is important to mention that 
parents have a crucial role in the selection of contents from the media that their children 
are exposed to. 

INSTEAD OF CONCLUSION

Causes of violence among children and the young are layered and numerous. 
War experiences in this region have left consequences which are, through weakening of 
the positive educational role of the family due to daily prevalence of existential worries 
and alienation of parents from the parental role, felt even today. Namely, the collapse of 
the positive authority of the parent, and thus the teacher, has led to the increase of vio-
lence in society, especially among the young. All this affects the formation of social 
consciousness that violence is an imminent element of social reality, which leads to pes-
simism, prevents timely actions in a case of peer violence, and dangerously increases the 
tolerance threshold towards violence. 

Social adjustment in the life of an individual depends on the social setting in 
which the child is growing up. For children, school is an important part of the social set-
ting. School experiences for the child greatly determine the degree of their later adjust-
ment to life and work. This is why the role of institutions and ministries which would 
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design programs for optimizing a continual psychic, moral, intellectual and social devel-
opment of the child/student in accordance with his abilities and tendencies is very impor-
tant. 
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Language is a process of free creation;
its laws and principles are fi xed, 
but the manner in which the principles 
of generation are used is free 
and indefi nitely varied. 
Even the interpretation and use of words
involves a process of free creation.

(Noam Chomsky)

Abstract: 

This paper discusses the term corpus linguistics. It goes on to describe the basic 
functions, characteristics, application and the key terms of this relatively young disci-
pline. Basically, corpus linguistics is based on texts taken from different life contexts in 
order to examine the parallel between the theories of language and its realization in con-
crete situations. 

Keywords: language, corpus linguistics, corpus, text 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Since its beginning to the present day, language has gone through various forms 
of transformation. The efforts of linguists, in this regard, have always been directed to 
record all or some of these changes, and explain the genesis of language. According to 

1 Correspondence to: Tatjana Ponorac, European Defendology Center Banja Luka, email: tatjanaponorac@
gmail.com.
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some estimates, there are now thought to be around 5000–6000 languages,2 but the num-
ber is getting smaller (Hurley, 2008, p. 7). By looking at and comparing these languages, 
linguists have observed that many languages have words which are very similar in or-
thography and etymology. In other words, there is a generally accepted view that all lan-
guages come from one or common language, i.e. proto-language, which all the other 
languages descend from. For example, the resemblance is clear in the words such as 
mother in English which is Mutter in German, moeder in Dutch, mère in French, maht in 
Russian and mata in Sanskrit (ibidem). The resemblance between these morphemes is 
more than obvious, and the only difference is a couple of phonemes. However, regardless 
of these overlaps, due to the lack of insuffi cient documented and authentic sources, most 
of these language theories come down to a mere speculation and assumptions. 

Although we cannot go back this far into the past, certain testaments in society 
testify to these changes. They are the proof that language does not stagnate, but it mani-
fests itself in a continual paradigm of evolution and changes. For instance, the Chaucerian 
and Elizabethan languages differ so much from today’s modern English that even a Vic-
torian speaker would sound a little bit strange, if not incomprehensible, to the modern 
English speaker. Coins such as computer, television, the Internet have replaced archaic 
words such as thou3 or thee4, which are today found only in the analysis of literary texts 
and works. Specifi c words are the result of mistake as is the case with the morpheme pea 
which comes from pease, since many people believed that this was the plural form of pea. 
On the other hand, some words are borrowed from other languages, e.g. the English word 
café comes from French, potato was borrowed from the Haitian language, etc. This para-
digm of changes in language shows that even though language ability is innate to every 
member of social community, the language we produce, the message we send and the 
meaning we convey is almost socially determined. Namely, language is a social phenom-
enon and as such it represents the result of joint action in which people work together in 
order to achieve the same goal. Consequently, the changes which occur in society deter-
mine the changes in language competence. 

It can be said that the theory of linguistics cannot respond to new demands that 
language sets up today, since practice shows that changes in society have consequences 
on language as a social product. As a result, there are new linguistic disciplines which, 
unlike traditional linguistics, approach language from different aspects. What is being 
discussed here?

2. THE TERM CORPUS LINGUISTICS 

With the arrival of new era, i.e. electronic age, there are numerous computerized 
means which are used in all fi elds of human activity, including language production. 
Computer is, among other, used for studying and examining language manifestations, its 
laws, idiosyncrasies, anomalies, asymmetry, etc., which allows linguists to monitor and 
record possible changes. Such language analysis has inevitably led to the new linguistic 
discipline which has established itself as corpus linguistics. Although its origins are 

2 According to some, this number varies between 2700 and 10000. 
3 /ðа�/
4 /ðі:/
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linked to the second half of the twentieth century, corpus linguistics had a marginalized 
status and this relatively young discipline was truly recognized during the 1980s and the 
1990s of the 20th century. Over time, as corpus linguistics found its place more in linguis-
tic research so did her signifi cance rise, which allowed for corpus linguistics to become 
one of the leading linguistic methodologies. 

A corpus is defi ned in terms of both its form and purpose. Linguists have always 
used the word corpus to describe a collection of naturally occurring examples of lan-
guage, consisting of anything from a few sentences to a set of written texts or tape record-
ings, which have been collected for linguistic study (Hunston, 2002, p. 2). It needs to be 
said that this term is today used more for defi ning a collection of texts (or parts of a text) 
which are electronically stored and processed. The focus of corpus linguistics is text as 
implemented language. Texts, in fact, constitute a representative sample of naturally oc-
curring language which give reliable language data. 

The task of corpus linguistics is to empirically determine how language laws and 
units are realized in concrete language contexts. Corpus is a priori planned and chosen for 
specifi c language purposes. It is stored in such a manner that it can be examines non-lin-
early, both in quantity and quality sense, where such approach enables furthering away 
from strict grammatical generalizations, and thus universal grammar. 

Depending on the purpose and use, corpora differ in size and structure. Com-
puter corpora are coded and standardized, optimized for search and analysis, and they are 
stored in computer bases. Such corpora include for example: The Bank of English with 
more than 650 million words, Corpus of Contemporary American English with 450 
million words; Cambridge English Corpus with several billions of words; Russian Na-
tional Corpus with 350 million of words; Corpus of Contemporary Serbian with 25 
million of words and many other. 

3. THE USE OF CORPUS LINGUISTICS 

Strictly speaking, a corpus by itself can do nothing at all, being nothing other 
than a store of used language. Corpus access software, however, can re-arrange that store 
so that observations of various kinds can be made, more precisely, three: frequency, 
phraseology, and collocation (Hunston, 2002, p. 3). When it comes to frequency, the im-
portance of corpus linguistics is seen in the fact that it shows which words, grammatical 
or lexical, in given corpus are the most frequent ones. By comparing three different types 
of corpora, materials science, political and 1998 Bank of English5, Hunston (ibidem, pp. 
3–5) notices that the frequency of grammatical words is far greater than lexical words in 
the English language. Thus, the six most frequent grammatical words are the, of, to, and, 
a and in, while lexical words such as the lexeme said come in the thirty-sixth place in the 
Bank of English, surface is in the thirty-fourth place in the materials science corpus and 
policy comes in the twenty-fi rst place in the political corpus.

When it comes to phraseology, the advantage of this kind of data processing is 
that the observer can, by relying on the so called concordance lines or latent pattering, as 
Sinclair and Coulthard (1975) call them, analyze or observe the use of phrases and words 

5 All three corpora are from English-speaking countries. 



84

in order to see the regularities which cannot be seen when these words and phrases occur 
in their common contexts. Kennedy (1991), for example, uses concordance lines to ex-
plain the difference between two English prepositions between and through. The com-
parison shows that between often comes after nouns such as difference, distinction, gap, 
contrast, confl ict and quarrel,6 while through comes after lexical verbs such as go, pass, 
come, run, fall and lead. 

Corpus linguistics is also applied in the collocation domain. According to Sin-
clair (1991, p. 170), “Collocation is the occurrence of two or more words within a short 
space of each other in a text.” In other words, these phrases show a statistical tendency of 
specifi c lexical units to co-occur. It is not completely clear why this happens, but it is 
certain that such pattern infl uences the status and the nature of these units. As a typical 
example Hunston (2002, p. 12) uses the lexical verb shed which is often found in the 
combination with nouns such as tears – shed tears, light – shed light, blood – shed blood, 
etc. 

Corpus approach has a wide use. The linguistics disciplines which contribute 
from its use are: lexicography, semantics, syntax, morphology, phonology, discourse 
analysis, comparative linguistics, teaching methods, sociolinguistics and cognitive lin-
guistics. It is determined by the following characteristics: 

a. Its nature is empirical since it deals with communication analysis in its natu-
ral form. 

b. Analysis is based on a huge collection of texts which represents language, 
called corpus. 

c. Computers are used for research.
d. Focus is on language production rather than language competence. 
e. It is both a quantity and quality model of language analysis. 

(Leech, 193, pp. 106–107)

4. TYPES OF CORPORA

A corpus is always used for a particular purpose, as the type of corpus will de-
pend on its purpose. Among commonly used corpus types are: 

1. Specialized corpus which consists of texts of particular type, such as news-
paper editorial, academic articles in particular subject, lectures, essays writ-
ten by students, casual conversations, geography textbooks, etc. It is used to 
investigate a particular type of language. 

2. General corpus is made up of texts of many types, written or spoken lan-
guage, or both, and texts produced in one country or many. Compared to 
specialized corpus, general corpus is unlikely to be representative of any 
particular ‘whole’, but will include as wide a spread of texts as possible. It 
may be used to produce reference materials for language learning, transla-
tion, etc. 

6 Among other nouns are also: relationship, agreement, comparison, meeting, contact and correlation. 
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3. Comparable corpus is used to compare corpora from different languages 
(e.g. English and Spanish) or different varieties of a language. They are de-
signed along the same lines, for example they will contain the same propor-
tion of newspaper texts, novels, casual conversations and alike. 

4. Parallel corpora consist of two or more corpora in different languages, each 
containing texts that have been translated from one language into the other, 
e.g. a novel in English that has been translated into Spanish, and one in 
Spanish that has been translated into English, or texts that have been pro-
duced simultaneously in two or more languages. They can be used by trans-
lators and by learners to fi nd potential equivalent expressions in each lan-
guage and to investigate differences between languages. 

5. Learner corpus is a collection of texts, e.g. essays produced by learners of a 
language. The purpose of this corpus is to identify in what respect learners 
differ from each other and from the language of native speakers, for which 
a comparable corpus of native-speaker texts is required. 

6. Pedagogic corpus consists of all the language a learner has been exposed to. 
This corpus does not exist in a physical form, so a teacher or researcher can 
use different course books, the students’ readers or tapes they listened to. A 
pedagogic corpus can be used to collect together for the learner all instances 
of a word or phrase they have come across in different contexts, for the pur-
pose of raising awareness. It can also be compared with a corpus of natu-
rally occurring English to check that the learner is being presented with 
language that is natural sounding and useful. 

7. Historical or diachronic corpus consists of texts from different periods of 
time. It is used to trace the development of aspects of a language over time. 

8. Monitor corpus is designed to track current changes in a language. A moni-
tor corpus is added to annually, monthly or even daily, so it rapidly increas-
es in size. However, the proportion of text types in the corpus remains con-
stant, so that each year (month or day) is directly comparable with every 
other. 

5. KEY TERMS 

The literature on corpora has special technical terminology, which includes the 
following: 

- token is a series of letters separated by space or punctuation mark;
- type implies counting of specifi c types of words, e.g. specifi c kinds of words, 

grammatical categories and alike;
- hapax legomena is a word or an expression that occurs only once in all col-

lected texts of a specifi c language;
- word form is a phonological or orthographic form of word which denotes or 

describes something; 
- lemma is a dictionary form of the word which is defi ned, explained, an en-

try;



86

- tagging is used to refer to the addition of a code to the each word in a corpus, 
indicating the part of speech;

- parsing is the analysis of text into constituents, such as sentences, clauses, 
phrases or groups of words;

- annotation indicates, aside from tagging and parsing, adding more informa-
tion, such as intonation, anaphora, categorization of words and phrases 
based on their semantic fi eld, etc. 

6. CONCLUSION

It is no exaggeration to say that corpus linguistics has revolutionized the study 
of language in the last couple of decades. Its importance is refl ected in the fact that it stud-
ies language from different life contexts, which, undoubtedly, enables linguists to ap-
proach language from different angles. Corpus, thus, give a researcher a chance not only 
to recognize the categories typical of traditional approach to language, but to observe and 
identify categories and phenomena which have not been identifi ed yet and to give a fresh 
look on both. 
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